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311 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Sassafras, 3787

PRINCIPAL’S WORD
Dear all,
Exams have been completed, reports written and the Christmas shopping began, all
signs that the end of the school year is here. As we approach the end of the year it is
so pleasing to reflect on all the great work that has taken place at Sherbrooke
Community School. This last term alone has been witness to many significant school
events: Year 12 graduation, the subject selection process, and the HeadStart program
for students Year 9 to 11 and so on.

Important
Dates
Thu Dec 19th – End
of Term 4, school
finishes 1.30pm
Thu Jan 30th – First
Day of Term 1

Well done to all the Year 9 to 11 students who were involved in the week- long
HeadStart program. The HeadStart process is one that is vital to the successful
transition of our students to the next year level. Students experienced a variety of
taster activities and received information regarding courses, work that will set them
up positively for 2014 and, in many cases, introduced them to their subject teachers.
It is also important to note the success of our Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) program
introduced two years ago. Many students are returning to complete a higher level of study at Sherbrooke in
2014. Next year will see the introduction of the senior level for a number of our students. Well done to the
students and thanks to their teachers for their great work in progressing this initiative.
Charlotte Wiltshire, one of our very bright Year 10 students has successfully obtained a Kwong Lee Dow
Young Scholarship. The application for the Kwong Lee Dow young scholars program was a very difficult
process. It included a series of questions that required evaluation of her life achievements to date and what
she wants to achieve in the future. Over 2000 people applied with only 700 students being accepted. The
scholarship funds Charlotte to attend different events over the next two years at Melbourne University in
preparation for Year 12 and meet other students who have also qualified for the scholarship. Congratulations
Charlotte.
Our Year 5/6 students spent a week at the Forest School Education Centre, housed in the historic kiosk at the
bottom of the Kokoda Track/1,000 Steps in Ferntree Gully Picnic Ground, the base for the National Park’s
education program. The park’s diverse forest types, ranging from cool temperate rainforest, tall Mountain
Ash forests and dry shrubby forests, make a wonderful classroom for students to explore and learn in. Most
of the activities provided hands-on experience that enabled the students to explore the park in a fun and
stimulating way.
Nine very tired students and teachers returned from this year’s GVBR (Great Victorian Bike Ride), exhausted
but very pleased with their accomplishment of riding 610 kilometres from Mt Gambier to Geelong.
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Congratulations to all, especially Denise Dempsey and
Stuart Pearson on organising such a successful event. Many
have started talking about next year’s bike ride already!

The Great Vic Bike Riders

Recently our Year 7 to 11 students returned from a four-day
camp at Adanac, situated in Yarra Junction. The fantastic
variety of activities, many of which were water-based, kept
students and teachers busy. This was a most successful
camp, with staff and students sharing great experiences.
Thank you to Jacqui Wiltshire and Stuart Pearson for their
great work in organising the program and to the staff who
attended. Without their support activities such as these
would be difficult to run.
Late in the term saw the welcoming of our new Year 7
students during Orientation Day. The newcomers joined
with our Sherbrooke students to experience a day of taster
subjects in preparation for their smooth transition into Year 7
2014. Welcome to all our new students.
This term saw the introduction of Sherbrook Community
School’s Breakfast Club. A very generous donation instigated
by Michael Wiltshire, a parent, from Hallmark Cards have
facilitated the serving of toast and fruit Tuesday and

Thursday mornings before the beginning of the first lesson.
Eating breakfast is important for everyone, but is especially
so for children and adolescents. According to nutritionists,
children who eat breakfast perform better in the classroom and on the playground, with better concentration,
problem-solving skills, and hand-eye coordination.
Happy Camper

In late November, students from across most year levels of the school, cooked, served and cleared at the very
successful Restaurant Night. The Spanish-themed menu was enjoyed by a small but very appreciative group
of diners. The delicious food was beautifully and expertly served under the guidance of our Food
Technology teacher, Aldo Carlino. A big thank you to Aldo for this time and dedication.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a safe holiday break and look forward to
seeing all students return to school on Thursday 30 January, 2014.

Sue Holmes
Acting Principal
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CALLING FOR HELP!
Community Garden
I am proposing that the big veggie patch and adjacent orchard be opened up to the community. This would
also include the greenhouse. If anyone is interested or knows how to set a community garden up could you
please let DD know. We will have a meeting in early February and take it from there.
Sheep and chickens
Over the last holidays I incubated some fertilized eggs and then reared 7
chickens (5 Plymouth Buffs and 2 Langshanks) – all are ‘show’ chickens as
well as good layers. They have now settled nicely into the chook shed with
brown tail, white tail and Lavender. HELP is required to feed and water the
flock over the holidays. If you are available please contact DD –
dempsey.denise.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Thank you.
The sheep have had a lot of problems with their legs being cut or caught up
in things. They are now roaming once more – which is great. I will be asking for help next year to clean up
the paddocks. There are a lot of weeds (thistles, lilies and mint) as well as rubbish. If you are able to help in
this area I also would like to hear from you.

Primary News
As part of our community engagement the
Prep-2 class have been visiting local Kinders
in the area. Students have shared their
experiences of school with the kinder
children to help prepare them for the next
big stage of their education. Florence,
Scarlett and Callum went to The Basin
Preschool where they shared their
experiences of school and discussed the
differences between chickens and ducks as
The Basin Kinder have been raising
ducklings. Krysta, Miranda, Noah and
Oscar visited Sassafras Preschool where
they were able to help celebrate a birthday and Oscar did a fabulous job reading a story to 20 squirming
kinder children.
We hope to keep visiting these Kinders and more in the local area and hopefully they will be able to come
and visit us too.
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Sassafras Ferny Creek Netball Club
Registration Day 2014
Mark the Date!
8 February, 2014, 10am – 12pm, Olinda Netball Courts
A great way to meet new friends and play a team sport
Teams for: Under 11s, Under 13s, Under 15s, Under 17s and an Open Team
Early bird registrations are welcome
Talk to Deb Andrich: 0407 514 103 or Ann-Maree Baker: 0418 395 070. Or email us at

sassafrasfernycreeknetballclub@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook or www.sportingpulse.com.au
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