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311 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Sassafras, 3787

PRINCIPAL’S WORD
Dear Parents,
We are well in to Term 3 now, and the cool start to the term has been beneficial for
some, with the students enjoying snowballs on the basketball court last week. Other
events include a very timely Cyberbullying incursion, from which students have
hopefully taken away strategies to deal with issues they come across online.
12 th

We have a busy few weeks ahead. Tues August
is our VCE/VCAL info night for
current Years 9, 10 and 11 students (FLC building 6-8pm). Presentations from all key
teachers and the leader of learning will help students finalise their selections for 2015.
At the other end of the spectrum, the Prep transition program is starting on Mon
August 11 th at 2.10pm. All primary parents are invited to an afternoon tea in the staff
room on the first day, to welcome incoming families.
Joel has organised for the students to do a Fun Run on Wed September 3 rd, around
Ferny Creek Oval. Information on this, including how to raise money online, should
have come home with students.
Preparation is also beginning for Round-Table presentations which are being
conducted for all students on just one day this year – Thurs September 18th. As this is
an assessment process, reported on in Semester 2 reports, it is compulsory for all
students to present. It remains one of Sherbrooke’s key learning and assessment tools
but this year will see a different format, focused more on celebrating learning.
Our next student-free days, the first of which is this term, on Fri August 29th, will be
for professional learning teams to work on curriculum planning and our forthcoming
Priority Review, set for the beginning of 2015. A curriculum plan will help with
directing and supporting the teaching and learning across the whole school. Students
should not attend school on this day.

Important Dates
Tue Aug 12 6pm-8pm
VCE/VCAL Info Night
Fri Aug 15 – Yrs 9-12
Career Expo, MEC
Sun Aug 17 – Fundraising
BBQ, Woolworths FTG
Wed Aug 20 – Tree
planting day
Wed Aug 27 – Yrs 7-11
ACMI Dreamworks
Excursion
Fri Aug 29 – Student-free
day – no students required
at school
Wed Sep 3 – Whole-School
Fun Run, Ferny Creek Oval
Tue Sep 9 – Whole-School
Athletics Carnival
Thu Sep 18 – Round-tables
Fri Sep 19 – End of Term 3
Mon Oct 6 – Start of Term 4
Fri Nov 21 – Student-free
day

We are keen that all parents feel that they are aware of decisions made in the operating
of the school, so we would like to invite those who want to, to attend School Council
meetings – our next one is scheduled for September 17, so let us know if you want to come along. We are also
always looking for parent help, and Sunday, August 17 th sees a sausage sizzle at Woolworths FTG. Let Dot or
Amara know if you can help out.
Regards,
Sue Holmes, Acting Principal
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National Tree Planting Day
This was officially on on July 28th. Over the past 5 years we have been involved with Ribbons of Green run by
the Shire and have also registered with PlanetArk as a tree planting site. This year our order went astray and
it looked like we had missed out. However the new person in charge found my emails and scrapped together
more plants than I ordered in the first place! Thus we have 150 rain garden plants and 350 indigenous plants
for the school.
To celebrate this windfall we are having our own SHERBROOKE
TREE PLANTING DAY on WEDNESDAY AUGUST 20 from 10
am to 3pm, recesses excluded (11.10 – 11.50 and 1.50 – 2.10). All
students and staff will have the opportunity to help plant and we
are inviting parents/guardians to come and join in the fun. If you
can bring gloves and a spade (just in case we run out of tools) that
would be grand. Please let DD or the CaLM students know if and
when you can come and help out. Sherbrooke is truly becoming
more and more biodiverse by the year!
Student-Free Days
School Council has approved the remaining two student-free days for the year: Friday August 29 and Friday
November 21. Please put these dates in your diaries as students will not be required to attend school on these
days. Thanks.
Communities for Nature Grant
We have been lucky enough to gain another grant. This time from the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries for nearly $10,000. The aim is to clear up the old secret pathway and weed the
Conservation area and expand it - as well as putting in a track through the paddock and out into the back of
the property for fire access. I need a steering committee to help in drawing up a time line, making decisions
about the plan and getting the whole thing up and running. Please let me know if you are interested – staff,
parents, students and friends.
Whole School Camp
There are still a few places left for the whole-school December camp at Allambee. Please get your permission
forms and deposits back to us as soon as possible if your child is planning on attending. If you need a new
form, please contact Dot in the office.
Woolworths BBQ
The Fundraising Team has organised to run a sausage sizzle at Woolworths, Ferntree Gully, on Sunday
August 17. We are asking for volunteers to give a couple of hours of their time to help out to raise some
money for the school. If you are able to help, please let Amara or Dot know. Thanks.
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Badge Machine wanted
If anyone has access to a badge machine DD would really like to hear from you. The CaLM students have
enlisted some students to be monitors of our energy use and we want to make them Power Rangers badges. I
also want to have badges for the GEMS (General Environmental Management Students) who help with odd
jobs at lunchtimes on a Wednesday. Please ring school.
Some Big ‘Thank-You’s…
…to YASMIN in the canteen. Over the holidays she spent several hours pruning and tidying up the butterfly
garden ready for spring. It looks fabulous….to the CaLM STUDENTS for helping to make the fallen branch
safe early in the term. Big job when we only have pruning saws!!! Well done.
Chook News
Three of our beautiful roosters are now at Chesterfield Farm. Left we have Larry the rooster, Curly the young
hen and our old hen Mo.

Larry

Curly

Mo
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