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Our mission:

To develop a school
community of
empathetic and
critical thinking
citizens with a sense
of purpose and an
ability to make an
effective contribution
to the world
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Principal’s Point
Visitors and parents will now notice a new vista in
the school grounds as they walk up the driveway to
the office. The crushed rock and re-grading of the
ruts in the driveway has made a huge difference to
the outlook and made the moving into the new
building a much easier and faster process. Having
no rain has helped as well. Leanne and her team
are very happy in their new surroundings and the
students are excited and very keen to show off their
new spaces to visitors. Please make sure you drop
by when you are at the school. We have submitted dates to the federal
government department that arranges for politicians to come and open the
building and hope to have a date chosen soon for our formal opening. Details will
be available on the website as soon as we have a date confirmed.
On Tuesday the 23rd we had a visit from James Merlino State Member for
Monbulk. He is involved in a program called Principal for a Day and came to
spend the day with me to get a sense of what happens in a principal’s day.
James is a long time supporter of our school and it was a great pleasure to have
him in the school for a whole day. He was able to visit many classes and spent
some time with the primaries explaining what he did in parliament and telling
them about the ‘special’ chair that only 3 people in the world are permitted to sit
in. The students thought it was hilarious that he had been admonished by the
speaker for being unruly and enjoyed his anecdotes. We are hoping that he will
be one of our special guests at the opening of the primary building.
Today we are undergoing the final part of the long awaited upgrade to our Shelter
in Place. With the bushfire season fast approaching and the recent warm weather
promising a dryer forest cover we are very glad this is finally being completed.
The glass is being removed today and replaced with safety glass which has a
much better fire rating than our current glass. The rest of the works were
completed earlier and included thinning the canopy within 30 metres of the
building and providing a warning system to the music block.
The relocation of our library books to the classrooms is progressing well and the
primary children especially are revelling in the large number of books they have
available in their classroom for the Café Reading Program.
Dave our well loved handyman has been busy around the school and has
removed a lot of the weeds and overhanging branches from the back fence area.
We will be ready for the bushfire season and will be doing some practice
evacuations soon. If you live within earshot of the school please don’t panic if you
hear our siren. We are required to practice several times a year and will need to
do 2 practices at least before the end of the year.
The school has been hit by a lot of illness this term, which is usual for this time of
year. Both students and teachers have been hit hard by viruses, so I hope all
those who have been ill are recovering well.
Please don’t forget your Coles and Woolies vouchers. We are hoping to get
some extra equipment that will be a bonus for the students and outside what has
already been budgeted for this year. Your donations of dockets help to raise our
total no matter how small it is. You can put dockets in our boxes at the local
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THANK YOU!! THANK
YOU!! THANK YOU!!
Thank you to DD’s
purple science class for
preparing the food for
the morning tea for the
facilitators and mentors
that was held on the
17th of August and a
special thank you to
Matt Van Huisen for
helping DD clean up
afterwards.
Thank you to Yasmin,
our canteen manager,
for providing all the
yummy goodies!

Piano or Violin Lessons
Contact local teacher
Katherine McIntosh on
08201-0425

supermarkets or send them to school with your child. The boxes are in the
foyer.
The warm weather had seen a lot of students come to school with
inadequate clothing for the weather if it turns cold. Please make sure your
child has something in their bag to put on if the temperature plummets and it
becomes very chilly.
We are halfway through the term now and our VCE students in year 12 are
nearing the end of their coursework. This is a very busy time for them as they
complete all coursework by the end of this term. The few weeks they are
here next term is spent doing revision and practice exams. It is very
important that senior students are here every day to ensure they get all their
work completed on time and meet their attendance requirements.
Next year in September we are planning a trip to China to visit our sister
schools and see some of the wonders of the country. We would like to offer
the opportunity to any student who wishes to come.
Some of the sights we will be visiting include: Tiananmen Square, the
Forbidden City, the Great Wall of China, Temples and markets as well as the
Terracotta Warriors in Xi’an. Our sister schools are in Kaiping which is in the
south of China. We fly into the northern city of Beijing and visit Shanghai on
the way south. Finally we will visit Hong Kong and spend a day at
Disneyworld. The cost of the trip includes: all accommodation and internal
flights in China, International Air travel into Beijing and out of Hong Kong,
most meals, entrance fees to all sightseeing programs, ferry and coach
tickets. The cost will be around $4400 per person depending on the costs of
fares in 2012. Those figures are not available yet so we are basing the price
on 2011 figures. An expression of interest form will be available on the
website very soon. Please print and complete your expression of interest
form and bring to the office with an initial deposit of $250. Payments can be
made fortnightly/monthly to make it easier for families to manage the cost.
This will be a wonderful experience for students and we hope to have as
many as possible participate.
Don’t forget to keep checking the website for news and calendar dates. We
are trying to make sure the dates are as current and relevant as we can.
Register on the website to be notified when the newsletter is ready if you
have not done so already.
Have a great term.
Kind regards
Anne

2011 Great Victorian Bike
Ride
The Great Vic. team
have now completed a
couple of training rides together and are
progressing quickly in thier confidence and pace.
The last ride was almost a no-go due to staff
illness, but we were
lucky to have Nicci along as parent
representative and backup supervisor.
The step up from 20 to 30 km was met with no
trouble and I am confident that the students are
on track to success on the ride proper. It was a
real blast to ride down to Ferntree Gully with a
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News from the front
office

few of the older team members, who really impressed with their road
awareness, safety and riding skills. The next ride will be on Thursday of next
week (8/9/11) from 4pm at the Upper Ferntree Gully station.
Cheers,
Nick

OSH Care
After school care has
commenced
at
Olinda
Primary School and we so
far
have
6
students
permanently enrolled and
numbers are rising.
Session Times are from
3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday
to
Thursday
and
our
students are driven to Olinda
in the school bus by a staff
member, who also then
signs them in.
Fees are $15 per session
per child (reduced if you
receive Child Care Benefit &
the 50% rebate). Children
are provided with Nutritional
food for afternoon tea in line
with the Heart Foundation
such as sandwiches, salad
wraps, cooking every week
and seasonal fruits.
Activities are varied and in
line with the ‘7 Areas of
Learning and Development’
and are structured to meet
individual needs.
Staff are fully qualified and
trained
in
First
Aid,
Anaphylaxis
and
Food
Safety
and
hold
a
Diploma/Certificate
3
in
Children’s Services.
To book your child/ren into
the program contact the
OSHCare 4 Kids, office,
1A/1244 Burwood Hwy,
Upper
Ferntree
Gully
(opposite UFTG Railway
Station car park) or phone
9758 6747. They in turn
contact us with the new
booking.
To find out more about the
program contact Dot in the
office.

Morning tea for mentors
and facilitators
A morning tea
was held for the facilitators and mentors to
thank them for all their hard work and
commitment. The Grounds Committee took the
opportunity to put forward
a proposal that the mentor
groups help manage the
grounds – we look forward to their ideas for the grounds.

Fundraising at Sherbrooke
The forms for the pies have been sent home and we look forward to your
orders! Money and orders to be returned by Monday 5 September and delivery
will be on 19 September.
From the Fundraising Fanatics (Fundraising Sub-committee:)

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS
The primary students have been working on reducing our waste this term.
P – 2 WORM FARMS
Our youngest students have been very productive.
They have studied the lifestyle of worms and have
set up two worm farms with 500 worms in each,
one out the back of
their new classroom
and one in their new
kitchen garden near
the radio shack. They have learnt what to feed their
new worm friends and how to care for them. New
compost buckets have been placed in their
classroom and the smaller bits will feed the worms
and the rest will go into a compost bin, which is on
its way.
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NATIONAL TREE PLANTING DAY
On July 29th the whole school participated in our fourth treeplanting day in the Conservation Area. Many students recognised
their plants from previous years and were excited to see many were
much taller than them now. Through the generous Shire program
“Ribbons of Green” we have planted 300 plants each year. That is a
total of 1200 plants! Thanks to all who helped, especially my
wonderful 9/10/11 Agriculture and Horticulture class.
DD

KIDS TEACHING KIDS CONFERENCE June 23 – 24 2011
Five students and myself were lucky enough to go to the
Kids Teaching Kids conference held at Etihad stadium
on the Thursday and Melbourne Zoo on the Friday. The
Yarra Ranges Shire arranged our participation as part of
our winning the Habitat Action Award last year.
The conference was a chance for some younger
students to take part in an enviro happening! James and
Jonathon, year 7, Iesha and Nicholas, year 6 and
Ebony, year 5 joined me bright and early to meet with
nearly 350 other students. James went up on stage to
represent the ‘Sherbie Sustainables’ wearing our
homemade capes. Twenty schools put on workshops
whereby students taught other students why and how
we can make our environment a better place. We were broken up into small groups with other schools
and then went to four of the workshops throughout the day.
The workshops included plays, videos, and hands on activities such as finding organisms in lake water
and giving them a score, which then told us how tolerant those organisms are to pollution. By adding up
the scores the water cleanness was assessed. Another activity was to on the food web of Port Phillip
Bay. Very complicated and dramatic when one species is removed and the food web falls in to chaos.
We attended the gala dinner that night where we met Myf Warhurst and heard an inspirational Harry
O’Brian.
Up even earlier to get to the Zoo by 8.30 am. Turned out to be great weather and
we took part in 4 more workshops outside. The hip-hop dancing got us all bouncing
and Crap Man sold us on using recycled toilet paper. We also learnt about storm
water going straight into the bay and how to make cheap handy jiffy pots for
seedlings.
At the end all schools were asked to go up on stage and repeat their school’s
pledge to the environment. Ebony did a fine
job. We were all exhausted but thought it was
a very valuable experience.
We believe we already have kids teaching kids activities at school
e.g. year 6/8 Medieval Day and the upcoming National Tree
Planting Day with the Ag/Hort students. Perhaps we can begin to
think about a Kids Teaching Kids conference for our local schools?
Our pledge is about waste management and the year 3/5 students
will be working on this in term 3. They will be our teachers!

SHERBROOKE COMMUNITY SCHOOL PLEDGES TO EDUCATE THE WHOLE SCHOOL
ABOUT WASTE MANAGEMENT. TO RECYCLE PROPERLY AND REDUCE OUR
LANDFILL BY 50% BY HAVING NUDE FOOD LUNCHES AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK.
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It was a privilege to take such enthusiastic and well-behaved students and I would like to thank them
and their parents for supporting this venture. DD

NEW KITCHEN GARDEN READY TO GO!
The Ag/Hort class and the lunchtime Enviro Group have been working
on the back kitchen garden near the Radio Shack all year. It is at last
ready to be handed over to the primary students to plant out and care
for. Thank you to all the students who have helped on this project.
Parents are welcome to help just leave mention it to Leanne and she will
get DD to contact you.
The Ag/Hort class will turn its attention to the large veggie patch and
orchard near the paddocks as well as the greenhouse.
NOTE: The ENVIRO GROUP is a fluid group of students who work on projects around the school on
Monday and Thursday lunchtimes. Any student can join in whenever they like – just look for DD.

Primary Unit
We finally got the keys and were able to move into our new building. We
are gradually sorting and moving our resources. The students and staff
love the new space. We now have a state of the art facility for our
Primaries. We are in the process of establishing an extensive classroom library. Students have selected
a wide range of books for our library and have arranged them on
the shelves. Our library corner is popular place during our morning
reading session. Resources that have been packed away for so
long are now being rediscovered and enjoyed. If you haven't had a
chance to see the new Primary Building, please take the time to
visit us. Local garden guru, Yvonne Duke (Yvonne Duke Garden
Design) is kindly helping with the design for the butterfly garden
that will be planted soon. Please see Leanne if you are interested
in helping with the planting.

KIDS TEACHING TEACHERS
On Wednesday Aug 24th three students gave up their evening to present information about the Kids
Teaching Kids program to a group of teachers in Lilydale. It was a
network meeting for teachers in the Shire
of
Yarra
Ranges
interested
in
sustainability. Jonathan, Ebony and
Iesha did a fabulous job. After an
informative
presentation
on
the
conference they went to in June, they set
about teaching the teachers how to make
compostable seed pots. The feedback
was most pleasing. “I cannot believe their
(the students) enthusiasm”, “Interesting and the task was challenging.”
Congratulations to our three sustainability ambassadors. Sustainability is a focus in the new NATIONAL
CURRICULUM. Every subject has to have some focus on it – something that Sherbrooke has been
doing for years!
Well done to you all!
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"There is no limit to what
can be accomplished if it
doesn't matter who gets
the credit."
Ralph Waldo Emerson

DINOSAURS AT SHERBROOKE
A group of 6 – 8 students have been studying earth’s
history in science and have
made their very own dinosaur
eggs and nest– to scale!
Messy, but fun!

"Don't compromise
yourself. You are all
you've got."

August 2011
We invite your participation in the revision and redevelopment of the Dandenong Ranges Community Preparedness Guide for
Township Protection Plans (TPP).



Janis Joplin

The purpose of a TPP is to plan for the bushfire risk in your local area with communities, Emergency Services such as CFA,
Police and Ambulance Victoria, relevant agencies including Vic Roads, Department of Sustainability & Environment &
Melbourne Water, and the local government; Shire of Yarra Ranges.
The TPP process produces two planning documents and maps that will help in planning and preparation for bushfire, assist
residents to make informed decisions, and assist emergency services in responding to fire. These two parts are:







Township Protection Plans


A Township Protection Plan:

"Never believe that a few
caring people can't
change the world. For,
indeed, that's all who
ever have."
Margaret Mead

A set of documents and maps to help communities plan and prepare for bushfire
Assists residents to make informed decisions in the event of an emergency
Assists with Emergency Service response

Make your contribution to your local Community Preparedness Guide


Olinda residents
Olinda Hall
Cnr Olinda Monbulk Road and The Georgian Road
Melways: 66 J7
Sunday 28th August 10am – 12pm
Sassafras, Ferny Creek, Sherbrooke & Tremont residents
Sassafras/ Ferny Creek Fire Station (CFA)
21 Clarkmont Road, Sassafras
Melways: 75 D1
Sunday 28th August 1pm –3pm
Mount Dandenong, Kalorama residents
Farndons Hall
42 Falls Road, Mount Dandenong Melways: 52 H12
Thursday 2nd September 7.30pm – 9.30pm

1.

Community Preparedness Guide with Community Information Map - for community & visitors. This includes
information including primary roads to exit the area, leave early destinations, and important emergency contact
information.

2.

Emergency Services response plan which includes details such as water supplies, traffic management and important
buildings or infrastructure.

Community input is an important part of the TPP process and is essential to the accuracy of the Community Preparedness
Guide; we hope that residents will be able to attend their local township meeting.

Details and Locations of the Community Consultation meetings for local residents are:
Olinda
OlindaHall
Sunday28thAugust
10am–12pm

Sassafras,FernyCreek,
Tremont&Sherbrooke
SassafrasFireStation
Sunday28thAugust
1pm–3pm

Montrose
MontroseTownCentre
Tuesday30thAugust
7.30pm–9.30pm

Monbulk
MonbulkHub
Tuesday30thAugust
7.30pm–9.30pm

TheBasin
TheBasinProgressHall
Thursday1stSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.30pm

Kalorama,MtDandenong
FarndonsHall
Thursday1stSeptember
7.30pm–9.30pm

Emerald
EmeraldFireStation
Saturday3rdSeptember
10am–12pm

Silvan
SilvanHall
Monday5thSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.00pm

Belgrave,Tecoma
&Upwey
TecomaUnitingChurch
Tuesday6thSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.00pm

MountEvelyn
MountEvelynFireBrigade
Thursday8thSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.00pm


UpperFerntreeGully&
FerntreeGully
CoonaraCommunityHouse
Sunday11thSeptember
1pm–3pm

BelgraveSouth,Belgrave
Heights&Lysterfield
BelgraveSouthProgressHall
Monday12thSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.00pm

Selby,MenziesCreek&
Clematis
SelbyP.SHall
Tuesday13thSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.00pm

Kallista,ThePatch
KallistaCommunityHouse
Thursday15thSeptember
7.30pmͲ9.00pm

At this meeting communities will be able to discuss the local bushfire risk and to contribute to the information in the Community
Preparedness Guide.
We are very keen to get as much community participation as possible in the TPP so please feel free to distribute and/or display
the attached flyer to your members and others in the community.
If you have any questions regarding Township Protection Plans please do not hesitate to contact Tarryn on 8739 4013
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
District 13 – Headquarters
18-22 Lakeview Drive, Lilydale VIC 3140
Telephone: (03) 8739 1300 Fax: (03) 8739 1382

For any queries please call Tarryn on 8739 4013

www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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Sherbrooke Community Radio Club
The camping out at Kurth Kiln for the August meeting was a great success. We will camp-out next
meeting at the Kiln again on the 2,3,4th of September 2011, this time we will run psk32 SSTV along with
other digital modes. There is no power at the Kiln and the back ground QRM and QRN are very low
making the site good for DX. We had a G5RV up that will work from 160 mt to 6 mt, we also had a 9mt
mast up with a 2mt, we use 145.000Mhz FM if you need to find your way in to the site, every one is
welcome to drop in. For more info have a look atwww.VK3KID.org.au or contact Jim McNabb
vk3amn@wia.org.au

RECYCLING
Year 3 – 5 class has been studying recycling. The Shire of Yarra Ranges provides a fantastic
educational service through Envirocom. Shannon came out on August 2nd and helped us do a waste
audit of all the waste we produced for the day. He went away and produced a report. 63% of our landfill
waste could have been recycled or composted.
The grade five students then went on an excursion to the Recycling
Depot in Lilydale and learnt that a lot of the wrong things are put into the
recycling bins by the general public and the Shire is one of the worst.
Mia “It was a fun way to learn about
recycling and how hard the job is.”
It was decided to have a Rubbish
Free Lunch and see if we could get
our waste down and also improve on our separation into landfill,
recycle and compost streams. The 3- 5 students worked on posters
to publicise the day. Compost buckets
were placed in classrooms and
announcements made at morning meetings.
Rubbish Free lunch was held on Aug 18th. Yasmin in the canteen
contributed greatly to our reduced waste by selling her delicious food with
very little packaging. A BIG thank you for your support! Also to the students,
staff and families that ensured little waste was produced that day.
All the waste from the day was collected again and Shannon came back to
work with some of the 6 – 8 students to do a follow-up audit.
Normal School Day vs. Rubbish Free Lunch Challenge Day
The initial audit;
total of 10.42kg of waste and 27.14kg of recycling = 37.56kg
The repeat audit;
Total of 5.86kg of waste, 3.88Kg of recycling and 2.20Kg organic material =
11.94kg.
Overall the reduction of material entering the waste bin on the
rubbish free lunch day was 4.56kg or a decrease of 43% and the
reduction of recyclable material entering the recycling bins was
23.26Kg or a decrease of 85%.
This is a great result and
shows the value of rubbish
free lunches in schools. If
rubbish free lunches were to
occur on just one day of each
school week throughout the
school year, Sherbrooke
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Community School could save a potential 186.96kg of material from entering the landfill.
We have used these activities and results in our entry for the Resource Smart Waste Awards this year.
We have won the Resource Smart Energy Award (2009) and the Resource Smart Biodiversity Award
(2010) but this year we are up against stiff opposition. Melbourne Girls College (1200 girls) reduced their
waste to 2.5 kg i.e. 2.08g per girl!!! This is our challenge!

Artists of the Month' Calling all artists!!!
Submit you 2D art works to Rod for the
'Artists of the Month' competition.
Each month students can enter one art
piece into the competition.
Any 2D medium accepted [pen ink,
photography, digital, painting, print,
etching....]
One winner will be selected from each of
the following categories P-5, 6-8, 9-10,
11-12
Winners will receive an award for their
work and will have the works uploaded
online to the school website.
There are also art prizes to be won.
For further details see Rod.

The newsletter will be published the last Friday of every month. For any contributions, please email
nicci.rossouw@gmail.com by the last Thursday of every month. Teachers, students and parents are
welcome to make contributions to the newsletter – this is your voice!

Plants wanted for the new primary garden!!
Pineapple Sage
Golden marjoram (Origanum vulgare "Aureum")
Any Thyme (Thymus ssp)
Lamb's ears (stachys byzantina)
Peppermint geranium (the one with furry leaves)
If you have any of these plants that you could spare in your garden we would love plant them in the new
primary garden! Please let Leanne know asap. Thanks so much!
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