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INTRODUCTION
It is the goal of Sherbrooke Community School that all students have a successful pathway to university, TAFE,
apprenticeship or full time employment. Part of this process is for students to successfully transition into the
senior years. Subject and pathway choice is a crucial part of this process and student should use the careers
advice at school to plan and choose their individual pathway and subject choice to enable them to fulfill their
academic goals and personal goals.
When thinking about options students should consider:
•
•
•
•

Which subjects the student enjoys
Subjects where the student is likely to achieve success
what the student may need for future study (prerequisites) or work
Choices which maintain and develop the student's special skills and talents

IMPORTANT DATES
Parent Information Session

Tuesday 20th August

Mullum Mullum cluster deposits due ($50) and Vet choice selection returned to
Sherbrooke community School

13th September

Sherbrooke subject and pathway choice forms returned to the school

13th September

Course related interviews and higher study interviews

Term 4

Head start week for all current year 10 and 11 students

25th November (week
8)

Sherbrooke subject choice materials fees

8th December

Edrolo electives payments

8th December

Mullum Mullum Cluster fees and virtual learning fees

Day 1 term 1 2020
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BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD)
The use of technology to support student learning needs to be multi-faceted, flexible and adaptive in
approach, and the various devices utilised should enable students to have continual access to relevant
information and knowledge whenever required, and perform a variety of other functions necessary to support
their learning.
All students across the college are strongly encouraged to engage in our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
program, whereby students can bring their own device to the school, allowing them constant access to our
school wireless network, internet, Office 365 software and other department packages.
There are many benefits to learning for students who bring their own device;
• Access at all times to our Compass portal through which students can access learning resources, become up
to date with daily organisational changes, submit work and liaise with teachers.
• Access to learning software such as digital textbook and Edrolo whilst in school.
• Capacity to bring the resources and information from the internet into their learning environment at any
time.
• Easy transfer of school work between school and home.
• Greater independence in managing their own learning and better preparedness for either further study or
work. To access the BYOD program, students must return Acceptable uses Policy and Agreement for
Digital Technologies to the school. The AP will then issue you with login credentials, school email and
information on the department software site. For further information please contact Jacqui.
• Acceptable uses Policy and Agreement for Digital Technologies policy is attached at the end of this
document
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT VCE
To gain an ATAR you must complete both Units 3 and 4 of an English or EAL sequence.
WHAT IS VCE?
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is a certificate that recognises the successful completion of your
secondary education. The VCE provides pathways to further study at university, Technical and Further
Education (TAFE) and to the world of work. It is even possible to undertake a school-based apprenticeship or
traineeship within your VCE.
The VCE Certificate covers both Years 11 and 12 and involves four semesters or half-years of work called units.
Over these four semesters students will undertake 20 units.
These will include:
Four units of English (one per semester)
Six units per semester in VCE year 1 (Year 11) of which 1 must be English
Five units in VCE year 2 (Year 12), of which 1 must be English. Units 3 and 4 are taken as a sequence.
WHAT MUST I INCLUDE IN MY VCE?
To obtain your VCE you must satisfactorily complete at least 16 units. Regardless of how many units you do
altogether, you must satisfactorily complete:
•

At least three units from the English Group listed below INCLUDING a Unit 3-4 sequence: English /
English as an Additional Language (EAL) Units 1 – 4, Literature Units 1 - 4

•

Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies in addition to the sequence chosen from the English group.
These sequences can be from VCE studies and/or VCE VET programs. You need to be aware that VTAC
places restrictions on certain combinations of VCE and VET studies.

If you intend applying for an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) at the end of your VCE, you will need
to be aware of these restrictions.
NOTE: You will be given the opportunity to endorse your enrolment and check your eligibility on a Personal
Details form early in 2020. For further advice please speak to Leanne
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WHAT IS A VCE STUDY?
A 'study' is broken up into four units. Each VCE study unit is numbered 1, 2, 3 or 4.
For more information on VCE Studies and Resources go to
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx
Within the VCAA website you can access past and sample exams (including examiners reports (answers), Study
Designs and assessment advice relating to that study
WHAT IS THE GAT?
The General Achievement Test (GAT) is a test of general knowledge and skills in writing, mathematics, science
and technology, humanities, the arts and social sciences. All students undertaking Units 3 & 4 sequences will
be required to complete the GAT and from 2021 all VCAL students will also be required to complete the GAT
HOW IS MY ATAR CALCULATED?The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) is calculated by the Victorian
Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) from your study scores.
Using study scores received from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), VTAC calculates
an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR).
Subject to the restrictions as outlined in the VICTER 2019 your ATAR is developed from an aggregate produced
by adding:
1. ATAR subject score in English, English Language, Literature or ESL
2. The next best three ATAR subject scores permissible; and
3. 10% of the fifth and sixth permissible ATAR subject scores that are available.
A copy of the pamphlet, The ABC of Scaling is available at
http://www.vtac.edu.au/pdf/publications/abcscaling.pdf
VCE students: VTAC calculates an ATAR for all VCE students who have successfully completed the VCE and
satisfied minimum tertiary entrance requirements. Only applicants who have at least four VCE study scores in
an acceptable combination will have an ATAR. For more information please refer to
http://www.vtac.edu.au/common/enter.htm
The ranking of each student for the purpose of tertiary selection is determined by his/her ATAR Aggregate.
Before adding study scores to form aggregates, the ranking study scores are adjusted (scaled) to reflect
strength of competition in each subject. This ensures rankings across studies can be fairly compared and
combined. The rankings are then represented as percentile rankings, adjusted to reflect State participation in
the VCE and called the ATAR.
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Students will receive details about assessment and the calculation of the ATAR in the VCE Guide distributed in
2020. The following is to assist you with aspects concerning choice of studies:
For unit 1 and 2 student receive for each unit;
S – Satisfactory
N - Not Satisfactory
For unit 3 and 4 students will receive for each unit;
S – Satisfactory
N - Not Satisfactory
Component assessment for examinations, coursework and tasks on a letter grade scale of A+, A, B+, B, C+, C,
D+, D, E+, E, UG
Study score for each Units 3 & 4 sequence on a 0 - 50 scale giving a State distribution ranking of student
performance (mean 30, standard deviation 7)
OVERALL
Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) Assessment ATAR on a 0 - 99.95 scale giving calculated percentile
ranking in the relevant National age cohort. Information on scaling may be viewed at www.vtac.edu.au
OTHER INFORMATION
VTAC Choice: VCE Studies and the ATAR and ABC of Scaling – available at
www.vtac.edu.au/publications
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Structured workplace learning is on the job training during which a student is expected to master a set of skills
or competencies, related to a course accredited by the Victorian Qualifications Authority (VQA). These courses
are generally Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs undertaken by Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) or Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) students.
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority has determined that structured workplace learning is an
appropriate component of VET undertaken by VCE and VCAL students.
Quality structured workplace learning is integrated into a program, that:
•

operates within a framework which provides the opportunity for all students to access it, though not
all students may choose to do so, and;

•

operates within the context of vocational courses which are recognised by industry, are responsive to
industry needs, and forms part of a student's exit credential.

Quality workplace learning is structured in that it
•
•
•

•
•

has a clearly articulated and documented purpose
has clearly identified and documented learning outcomes for students within accredited programs
which are linked to post-school qualifications
is of sufficient duration and depth to enable students to acquire a reasonable understanding of the
enterprise/industry to demonstrate competence according to industry standards of at least Level l of
the AQF
matches students' skills and interests with the structured workplace learning, and
thoroughly prepares students, teachers and employers beforehand so that the expectations and
outcomes of the structured workplace learning are clearly understood by all parties.

Quality structured workplace learning is monitored, in that
•
•

the learning is coordinated by personnel with appropriate expertise and adequate resources, and
support should be made available to students and employers throughout the course of the structured
workplace learning.

Quality structured workplace learning is regulated, to ensure that;
•
•
•
•
•

students are protected from moral and physical danger
students work in a non-discriminatory and harassment free environment
students receive appropriate training and instruction in occupational health and safety
students are not being exploited by being continuously engaged in a production or service capacity, or
used to substitute for the employment of employees and payment of appropriate wages, and
students are required to understand the roles and responsibilities of employees in the workplace and
are expected to follow the directions of the workplace supervisors and the other employees.
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Quality structured workplace learning is assessed, so that
•

students competencies achieved in the workplace are measured against industry standards, and
contribute to the overall assessment of the program, and there are mechanisms for the recording and
reporting of students' competencies.
VET is industry-developed vocational education, approved by the Victorian Registration &
Qualifications Authority (VRQA) and accredited in the VCAL & VCE by the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (VCAA). VET studies lead to nationally recognised qualifications and allow
students the opportunity to gain dual qualifications: VCE from the VCAA and a nationally portable VET
Certificate from a Registered Training Organisation (RTO).
Contribution to VCE

VET programs are fully recognised and packaged into the Units 1 & 2 and Units 3 & 4 structure of the VCE and,
therefore, will contribute towards satisfactory completion of the VCE.
VET Certificates have equal status with other VCE studies.
Students must complete a VET Units 1 & 2 sequence before undertaking a VET Units 3 & 4 sequence and this
usually requires two years of study.
Students can gain an industry-recognised qualification and make a more informed choice about vocational and
career paths. VET studies provide knowledge and skills to achieve units of competency to enhance
employment prospects in a broad range of business and industry settings.
Contribution to VCAL
90 nominal hour’s worth of completed UoC/Ms from a Certificate I qualification (regardless of the AQF level of
the individual UoC/Ms) will provide one credit towards a Foundation or Intermediate VCAL program.
90 nominal hour’s worth of completed UoC/Ms from a Certificate II qualification or higher (regardless of the
AQF level of the individual UoC/Ms) will provide one credit towards a Foundation, Intermediate or Senior
VCAL program.
Contribution to ATAR
VTAC may award VCE students who receive a Units 3 and 4 sequence through block credit recognition a fifth
or sixth study increment (10% of the average of the primary four scaled studies) towards their ATAR. This is
subject to VTAC rules regarding the calculation of the ATAR.
Please note: Units 3 & 4 sequences achieved through block credit recognition can only be used in the
calculation of an ATAR if there are fewer than six Units 3 & 4 sequences from VCE studies or VCE VET programs
available. If there are six or more Units 3 & 4 sequences from VCE studies or VCE VET programs available, a
Units 3 & 4 sequence derived from block credit recognition cannot be used.
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VET Options
Available on compass in 2020 Mullum Mullum VET Handbook.
What are Higher Education VCE studies and extension studies?
The Higher VCE Studies Program gives you a head start at VCE and begins in year 10 by completing two units
of a VCE subject. Following successful attainment of these units students can begin the unit 3 and 4 in year 11
and obtain a study score that can contribute to their year 12 ATAR.
An Extension study is a first-year tertiary study that is:
•
•
•

equivalent in content and assessment in every respect to one or more of current first-year Tertiary
Education studies and constitutes at least 20 per cent of a full-time first-year university course
of a level for a high-achieving student and therefore is a clear advance on an identified VCE Unit 3 and
4 study and commensurate in workload with an additional VCE study
of a level that will normally allow the student, on successful completion, to proceed to second year
study at the Tertiary Education institution in that discipline.

Why do a Higher Study VCE or extension study?
Involvement in the Higher Education Program offers students access to a range of potential benefits,
including:
•
•
•
•

Academic challenge in a broader range of studies
Credit towards an undergraduate qualification at the institution where the study was satisfactorily
completed
Contribution towards satisfactory completion for the award of the VCE as a Unit 3–4 sequence
Contribution to the calculation of the ATAR via an increment for a fifth or sixth study.

Note: Higher study VCE for year 10 will only been offered following a student support group meeting.
Extension study for tertiary institutions are applied for upon request during term 4 of the year 11 and at the
discretion of the university.
Who can do a higher Education study or extension study?
Higher Education and extension studies are designed for independent, high achieving VCE students. Schools
also have the responsibility of counselling students regarding the prerequisite requirements for each Higher
Education or extension study. Schools recommend students for participation in the program. For extension
studies the principal or assistant principal of the school will certify that selected students meet the guidelines
provided by the Tertiary Education institutions, which may include specific tests.
For more information on extension studies please follow the following link:

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/studies/studiesextension.aspx#H3N100C7
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At year 11 students will choose 6 subjects to complete at unit 1 and 2 level. Those students who
successfully completed a higher study in year 10 will be offered the chance to complete unit 3 and 4 in
that subject during year 11
Year 11
1.

Choice 1
English

Choice 2
English

2.
3.

General maths
Biology

Psychology
Theatre studies

4.

Chemistry

5.

Environmental
science
Vet Sport and
Recreation

Human Health and
Development
Studio arts

6.

Vet Music
performance

Mullum Mullum
cluster Vet

At year 12 students will choose 5 subjects to complete at unit 3 and 4 level.
Choice 1
English

Choice 2
English

2.
3.

Further maths
Biology

Psychology
Theatre studies

4.

Chemistry

5.

Environmental
science
Vet Sport and
Recreation

Human Health and
Development
Studio arts

1.

6.

Year 12

Vet Music
performance

Mullum Mullum
cluster Vet

A Virtual learning subjects can be included following a student support group meeting and the student must
demonstrate that they have a good independent work ethic and pay for the course prior to the start of study.
For more information please contact Samone.

10

VCAL
In order to meet the graduation requirements for the VCAL a student must complete at least 10 units each
year.
Regardless of how many units are undertaken, a student must complete the following at the relevant
certificate level:
1 unit of Reading & Writing 1 unit of Numeracy 1 unit of Work Related Skills (WRS) 1 unit of Personal
Development Skills (PDS) I unit of Industry Specific Skills (VET)
INTERMEDIATE VCAL
This is usually undertaken by students in Years 11 or in some circumstances, Year 12:
3 days at school each week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)
1 day of work placement each week (on the job training) (Friday)
1 day at a VET Course/SBAT each week (Certificate II Level Course) (Wednesday)
SENIOR VCAL
3 days at school each week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)
1 day of work placement each week (on the job training) (Friday)
1 day at a VET Course/SBAT each week (Certificate II Level Course) (Wednesday)
Students wanting to study at university immediately after completing their Year 12 year are advised to
undertake a VCE program. However, students can articulate from some TAFE programs to University degree
programs if they meet the eligibility criteria.
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VCE English
Rationale
The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to create and analyse
texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the
contemporary world and from the past, and using texts from Australia and from other cultures, students
studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and further develop a sense
of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps equip students for participation in a
democratic society and the global community. This study will build on the learning established through
AusVELS English in the key discipline concepts of language, literature and literacy, and the language modes of
listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing.
Structure
Unit 1: Area of Study 1: Reading and creating texts and Area of Study 2: Analysing and presenting argument
Unit 2: Area of Study 1: Reading and comparing texts and Area of Study 2: Analysing and presenting argument
Unit 3 Area of Study : Reading and creating texts and Area of Study 2 Analysing argument
Unit 4 Area of Study 1: Reading and comparing texts and Area of Study 2: Presenting argument
Entry requirements
None. Students must complete unit 3 and 4 in sequence
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Assessment
Units 1 & 2: Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework 25%
Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework 25% End-of-year examination 50%
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/english/2016EnglishEALSD.pdf
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VCE Psychology
Rationale
VCE Psychology provides students with a framework for exploring the complex interactions between
biological, psychological and social factors that influence human thought, emotions and behaviour. In
undertaking this study, students apply their learning to everyday situations including workplace and social
relations. They gain insights into a range of psychological health issues in society. In VCE Psychology students
develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research, analytical skills including
critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use scientific and cognitive skills and
understanding to analyse contemporary psychology-related issues, and communicate their views from an
informed position. VCE
Psychology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a range of careers.
Opportunities may involve working with children, adults, families and communities in a variety of settings such
as academic and research institutions, management and human resources, and government, corporate and
private enterprises. Fields of applied psychology include educational, environmental, forensic, health, sport
and organisational psychology. Specialist fields of psychology include counselling and clinical contexts, as well
as neuropsychology, social psychology and developmental psychology. Psychologists also work in crossdisciplinary areas such as medical research or as part of on-going or emergency support services in
educational, institutional and industrial settings.
Structure
Unit 1 – How are behavior and mental processes shaped?
Unit 2 – How do external factors influence behaviors and mental processes?
Unit 3 – How does experience affect behaviors and mental processes?
Unit 4 – How is well being developed and maintained?
Entry requirements
None. Students must complete unit 3 and 4 in sequence
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2: Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Unit 3: School-Assessed Coursework 16%
Unit 4: School-Assessed Coursework 24% End-of-year examination 60%
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/psychology/2016PsychologySD.pdf
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VCE General Maths (unit 1 and 2)
Rationale
General Mathematics provides for different combinations of student interests and preparation for study of
VCE Mathematics at the Unit 3 and 4 level.
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic
manipulation, equations and graphs with and without the use of technology. They should have facility with
relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical,
geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning
mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each
unit as applicable.
Structure
Unit 1 – Algebra and structure; Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
Unit 2 – Graphs of linear and non-linear relations; statistics
Entry Requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to General Mathematics Units 1 and 2.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2: Individual school decision on levels of achievement
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/mathematics/2016MathematicsSD.pdf
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VCE Further Maths unit 3 and 4
Rationale
Further Mathematics consists of two areas of study, a compulsory Core area of study to be completed in Unit
3 and an Applications area of study to be completed in Unit 4.
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic
manipulation, equations, and graphs. They should have a facility with relevant mental and by-hand
approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic, financial
and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically,
and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable.
Structure
Unit 3 – Data analysis; recursions and financial modelling
Unit 4 – Applications
Entry requirements
The assumed knowledge and skills for Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are drawn from General
Mathematics Units 1 and 2.
Students who have done only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 will also have had access to knowledge
and skills to undertake Further Mathematics.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework 20% Examination 1, 33%
Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework 14% Examination 2 33%
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/studies/mathematics/further/furthermathindex.aspx
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VCE Biology

Rationale
VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system, species
and ecosystem levels. In undertaking this study, students examine how life has evolved over time and
understand that in the dynamic and interconnected system of life all change has a consequence that may
affect an individual, a species or the collective biodiversity of Earth. The study gives students insights into how
knowledge of molecular and evolutionary concepts underpin much of contemporary biology, and the
applications used by society to resolve problems and make advancements. In VCE Biology students develop a
range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research, analytical skills including critical and
creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use scientific and cognitive skills and understanding to
analyse contemporary biology- related issues, and communicate their views from an informed position. VCE
Biology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a range of careers. Branches
of biology include botany, genetics, immunology, microbiology, pharmacology and zoology. In addition,
biology is applied in many fields of endeavour including biotechnology, dentistry, ecology, education, food
science, forestry, health care, horticulture, medicine, optometry, physiotherapy and veterinary science.
Biologists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire research, environmental management and
conservation, forensic science, geology, medical research and sports science.
Structure
Unit 1 – How do living things stay alive?
Unit 2 – How is continuing of life maintained?
Unit 3 – How do cells maintain life?
Unit 4 – How does life change and respond to challenges over time?
Entry requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3
prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2 Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Units 3 School-Assessed Coursework 16%
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework 24% End of year exam 60%
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/biology/2016BiologySD.pdf
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VCE Theatre Studies
Rationale
Theatre as a form of cultural expression has been made and performed for audiences from the earliest times
and is an integral part of all cultures. Theatre is ever evolving and exists as entertainment, education, ritual, an
agent for change, a representation of values and a window on society. Theatre practice has developed and has
influenced cultures over many centuries through a wide variety of productions in diverse spaces and venues
for a range of audiences. Theatre makers work as playwrights, actors, directors and designers, producing
theatre for diverse purposes. Through the study of VCE Theatre Studies students develop, refine and enhance
their analytical, evaluative and critical thinking skills as well as their expression, problem-solving, collaborative
and communication skills. They work both individually and in collaboration with others to interpret scripts.
Through study and practice, students develop their aesthetic sensibility, including an appreciation for the art
form of theatre, interpretive skills, interpersonal skills and theatre production skills.
The study of theatre, in all its various forms, prepares students for further study in theatre production, theatre
history, communication, writing, acting, direction and design at tertiary level. VCE Theatre Studies also
prepares students for further learning in vocational educational training settings or for industry or communityrelated pathways.
Structure
The study is made up of four units.
Unit 1: Pre-modern theatre styles and conventions
Unit 2: Modern theatre styles and conventions
Unit 3: Producing theatre
Unit 4: Presenting an interpretation
Entry requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3
prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2 Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Coursework: 45 per cent
End-of-year monologue examination: 25 per cent
End-of-year written examination: 30 per cent.
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/chemistry/2016ChemistrySD.pdf
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VCE Chemistry

Rationale
VCE Chemistry enables students to examine a range of chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena
through the exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical processes. In undertaking this study, students
apply chemical principles to explain and quantify the behaviour of matter, as well as undertake practical
activities that involve the analysis and synthesis of a variety of materials. In VCE Chemistry students develop a
range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research specific to the knowledge of the
discipline, analytical skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use
scientific and cognitive skills and understanding to analyse contemporary chemistry-related
issues, and communicate their views from an informed position. VCE Chemistry provides for continuing study
pathways within the discipline and leads to a range of careers. Branches of chemistry include organic
chemistry, inorganic chemistry, analytical chemistry, physical chemistry and biochemistry. In addition,
chemistry is applied in many fields of endeavour including agriculture, bushfire research, dentistry, dietetics,
education, engineering, environmental sciences, forensic science, forestry, horticulture, medicine, metallurgy,
meteorology, pharmacy, sports science, toxicology, veterinary science and viticulture.
Structure
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained?
Unit 2: What makes water such a unique chemical?
Unit 3: How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency?
Unit 4: How are organic compounds categorised, analysed and used?
Each unit deals with specific content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable students to achieve
a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described with reference to key knowledge and is
complemented by a set of key science skills.
The study is structured under a set of curriculum framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the
discipline.
Entry requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3
prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2 Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Units 3 School-Assessed Coursework 16%
Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework 24% End of year exam 60%
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/chemistry/2016ChemistrySD.pdf
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VCE Human Health and Development

Rationale
VCE Health and Human Development provides students with broad understandings of health and wellbeing
that reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to themselves and
to families, communities, nations and global society. Students explore the complex interplay of biological,
sociocultural and environmental factors that support and improve health and wellbeing and those that put it
at risk. The study provides opportunities for students to view health and wellbeing, and development,
holistically
– across the lifespan and the globe, and through a lens of social equity and justice.
VCE Health and Human Development is designed to foster health literacy. As individuals and as citizens,
students develop their ability to navigate information, to recognise and enact supportive behaviours, and to
evaluate healthcare initiatives and interventions. Students take this capacity with them as they leave school
and apply their learning in positive and resilient ways through future changes and challenges. VCE Health and
Human Development offers students a range of pathways including further formal study in areas such as
health promotion, community health research and policy development, humanitarian aid work,
allied health practices, education, and the health profession.
Structure
The study is made up of four units.
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing
Unit 2: Managing health and development
Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world
Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context
Each unit deals with specific content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable students to achieve
a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and key skills.
Entry requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3
prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2 Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
End-of-year examination: 50 per cent.
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/healthandhumandevelopment/2018HealthHumDevSD.pdf
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VCE Environmental Science

Rationale
VCE Environmental Science enables students to explore the challenges that past and current human
interactions with the environment presents for the future by considering how Earth’s atmosphere, biosphere,
hydrosphere and lithosphere function as interrelated systems. In undertaking this study, students examine
how environmental actions affect, and are affected by, ethical, social and political frameworks. In VCE
Environmental Science students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and
research, analytical skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use
scientific
and cognitive skills and understanding to analyse contemporary issues related to environmental science, and
communicate their views from an informed position.
VCE Environmental Science provides for continuing study pathways within the field and leads to a range of
careers. Diverse areas of employment range from design, including landscape or building architecture,
engineering and urban planning, environmental consultancy and advocacy, which may involve employment in
air, water and/or soil quality monitoring and control, agriculture, construction, mining and property
management and water quality
engineering. Environmental scientists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire research,
environmental management and conservation, geology and oceanography.
Structure
Unit 1: How are Earth’s systems connected?
Unit 2: How can pollution be managed?
Unit 3: How can biodiversity and development be sustained?
Unit 4: How can the impacts of human energy use be reduced?
Each unit deals with specific content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable students to achieve
a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and is complemented by
a set of key science skills. The study is structured under a series of curriculum framing questions that reflect
the inquiry nature of the discipline.
Entry requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3
prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2 Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 20 per cent
Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 30 per cent, End-of-year examination: 50 per cent
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/envscience/2016EnviroScienceSD.pdf
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VCE Studio Arts

Rationale
The creative nature of the visual arts provides individuals with the opportunity for personal growth, the
expression of ideas and a process for examining identity. Exhibitions of artworks offer an insight into the
diverse interpretations of life and experiences of artists. Engagement with artworks facilitates creative
thinking and the development of new ideas; it also supports connection and exchange within local, national
and global communities. VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students to recognise their individual
potential as artists and develop their understanding and development of art making.
VCE Studio Arts broadens students’ understanding of, and ability to engage with, artworks. It equips students
with the knowledge and skills to pursue an art studio practice and follow tertiary and industry pathways in fine
art, research and education. The study also offers students opportunities for personal development and
encourages them to make an ongoing contribution to society and the culture of their community through
lifelong participation in the making and viewing of artworks.
Structure
The study is made up of four units.
Unit 1: Studio inspiration and techniques
Unit 2: Studio exploration and concepts
Unit 3: Studio practices and processes
Unit 4: Studio practice and art industry contexts
Each unit deals with specific content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable students to achieve
a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and key skills.
A glossary defining terms used across Units 1 to 4 in the VCE Studio Arts Study Design is included in the
companion document
Entry requirements: There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3
prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Satisfactory Completion: Students must demonstrate achievement on each outcome specified, this is not just
successful passing of SAC’s and can include class and homework completion. Tasks required for an S will be
flagged on compass learning tasks.
Units 1 & 2 Individual school decision on levels of achievement
Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Coursework: 10 per cent
Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Task: 60 per cent, End-of-year examination: 30 per cent.
For greater detail and specific outcomes visit:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/studioarts/StudioArtsSD-2017.pdf
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Vocational Education and Training (VET)
Vocational Education and Training (VET) is education and training designed to prepare people for work. It is
one of the three major sectors of education and training, the other two being the school and higher education
sectors.
The following are some of the major features of the VET sector in Australia:
VET covers education and training useful both before and during employment. It assumes that people will
undertake VET throughout their working lives.
VET includes both craft-based training (associated with traditional apprenticeships such as cabinet making
and boiler making) and industry-wide training (for example, broad-based metals modules and office
skills modules). It also includes general employment skills such as communication and occupational
health and safety.
VET is provided in institutes and in the workplace. Workplace training can be on-the-job, as with
apprenticeships, or in the industry-based training programs and facilities (known as skills centres)
found in some larger companies.
VET is generally associated with the Technical (or Training) and Further Education (TAFE) sector, but it is
much wider. Other providers of off-the-job training including private training institutions, and a large
proportion of training is conducted in enterprises (that is, business) or on-the-job.
VET is supported by the Commonwealth, state and territory governments, mainly through the TAFE system
and major industry bodies. VET programs range from basic level and skill-specific courses to more advanced
and broader courses awarding qualifications such as advanced diplomas. VET is provided by industry, TAFE
institutes, adult education, community and private providers and increasingly by schools.
**Not all vocational education in Australia is accredited. Under the new training arrangements, each state
and territory has a body responsible for accrediting training.
VET programs are available at to all senior students (VCE students may only enrol if the course runs on a
Wednesday). Students are responsible for their own travel arrangements to the outside training provider.
For some VET courses the Study Score can contribute directly to the ATAR of a VCE student as one of the
student’s primary four scaled studies or as the fifth or sixth study. It is important to note that the sequences of
VCE VET programs are not designed as stand-alone studies. In order to receive the VET qualification, students
should undertake the entire Unit 1 – 4 structure of a VCE/VET program.
There is a significant cost associated with VET, including the purchasing of equipment, materials and training.
Each Registered Training Organisation (RTO) may have a different cost so ensure you do your research.
Payments need to be made upfront to Sherbrooke Community School. (Please see the dates at the beginning
of this guide). Please note: if a student wishes to withdraw from their course this must occur before week 4
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of the school year or they will forfeit their VET course fee.
With the support of you’re the Careers Practitioner (Leanne), research the most appropriate course in the
Mullum Mullum cluster and where it is offered. Then by September 13th hand in the deposit of $50 and your
choice to Sherbrooke Community School. Each VET is different and the delivery changes frequently so make
sure your research is thorough.
The full range and description of Mullum Mullum VET courses can be found at
https://www.mullumvetcluster.com.au/
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Vet Sport and Recreation
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Vet Music performance
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Year 11 VCAL:
• Intermediate Literacy

• VCE Foundation Maths

• Intermediate Personal Development Skills

• Intermediate Work Related Skills

Year 12 VCAL:
• Senior Literacy

• Senior Numeracy

• Senior Personal Development Skills

• Senior Work Related Skills

All VCAL students must complete a VET (Vocational Education & Training) course or an SBAT (School Based
Apprenticeship/Traineeship)

All VCAL students undertaking a VET course must complete one day a week of Structured Workplace
Learning placement
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Literacy Skills Units
The purpose of the VCAL Literacy Skills Units is to develop literacy skills and knowledge that allow effective
participation in the four main social contexts in which we function in Australian society: family and social life;
workplace and institutional settings; education and training contexts and community and civic life.
Numeracy Skills Units
The purpose of the VCAL Numeracy Skills Units is to develop numeracy skills and knowledge that allow
effective participation in the four main social contexts in which we function in Australian society: family and
social life; workplace and institutional settings; education and training contexts and community and civic life.
In the VCAL Numeracy Skills Units numeracy and mathematics are interlinked. Numeracy gives meaning to
mathematics and mathematics is the tool (the knowledge and skills) to be used efficiently and critically.
Numeracy is not associated with a level of mathematics, but is the critical awareness which builds bridges
between mathematics, and the real world. The VCAL numeracy learning outcomes were developed with this
view in mind, where mathematics is seen as the knowledge and skills to be applied and used for a range of
purposes and in a variety of contexts.
Personal Development Skills (PDS)
The purpose of the Personal Development Skills (PDS) strand is to develop knowledge, skills and attributes
that lead towards:
The development of self
Social responsibility
Building community
Civic and civil responsibility, e.g. through volunteering and working for the benefit of others
Improved self-confidence and self-esteem
Valuing civic participation in a democratic society.
Work Related Skills Strand
The Work Related Skills units have been developed to recognise learning that is valued with the community
and that develops skills, knowledge and attitudes in the following areas:
Environmental awareness
Commitment to, and achievement of, personal goals
Civic and civil responsibility
Improved health and wellbeing
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Definitions
Edrolo
Edrolo is an online resource designed to provide students with engaging, informative and comprehensive
presentations to help them understand and learn all they need to know for their exams.
Managed individual pathways
MIP’s are a State Government initiative to assist students with pathway options which will lead on to
employment or further education and training. It includes tracking former students regarding their
employment and further education after leaving school.
Registered Training Organisation (RTO)
An institution which has been accredited to deliver specified training programs - such as VET courses.
Scaling of VCE subjects
Scaling ensures that a study score in one subject is equivalent to the same study score in other subjects. For
the process of calculating the ATAR, some study scores will be scaled up and some will be scaled down.
School Assessed Coursework (SACs)
Coursework assessment is the graded assessment of work done mainly in class time to establish how you are
performing in Units 3 and 4. This work is in the form of assessment tasks specified in the Study Design.
Coursework assessment is often referred to as School Assessed Coursework or a SAC. Assessment at Units 1
and 2 is also described as SACs.
School Assessed Task (SATs)
Some VCE studies (i.e. Art, Studio Arts, Visual Communication and Design, Food Studies, Design and
Technology, Systems and Technology) have school assessed tasks (SATs). These will be used in studies where
products and models are assessed. Like coursework assessment, a school assessed task establishes how you
are performing in Units 3 and 4. A school assessed task is set and graded by your teachers according to
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) assessment criteria.
Semester
One half of an academic year. Each VCE Unit and each year 10 elective lasts for one semester or two terms.
Sequence
Unit 3 and 4 studies are designed to be taken as a sequence, normally during Year 12. Unit 1 and 2 studies do
not need to be studied as a sequence.
28

Special Provision
Special consideration may be given to a student who is significantly affected by illness, personal environment
or disability during the completion of SACs, SATs, exams or the GAT. This may take the form of extra time
allowed to complete a task or modification of a task. The granting of Special Provision is determined by the
Sub School Leader and subject teacher with provision of appropriate documentation.
Statement of Results
A set of documents which record the results you attained in the VCE.
Unique Student Indentifier (USI)
A individual number assigned to a student that will allow them to apply for any external course whilst in
school or after leaving school.

29

Appendix 1: Acceptable Use agreement form for internet access
This Acceptable Use Agreement applies when digital technologies and the internet are being used at
school, during school excursions, camps and extra-curricular activities, and at home.

Signature
I understand that my child needs to comply with the terms of acceptable use and expected standards
of 30ehavior set out within this Agreement.
I understand that there are actions and consequences established within the school’s Student
Engagement Policy if my child does not behave appropriately.

Student name:

School name: Sherbrooke Community School

School contact name: Sue Holmes
School contact no.: 03 97552007

Parent/Guardian Name:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:
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Appendix 2: DECLARATION for senior school policy and procedures
Please detach this page, sign, and return to the school office with your enrolment paperwork.
VCE enrolment will be conditional on agreement to the policies contained within the handbook.

I have read and understood the policies as outlined in this handbook, and agree to adhere to them:
Student Name:______________________________________________________________________
Student Signature:___________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature:___________________________________________________________________
Date: _____________________________
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