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A word from our Principal
Welcome back to Term 2. I hope everyone had a safe and pleasant break
and feel ready to tackle the challenges of one of our longest terms of the
school year. After Easter with my family, I spent some time with my elderly
mother who lives in a beach resort in Queensland. The weather was perfect
everyday which allowed much swimming in the beautiful blue sea.
Melbourne certainly presented a very different picture on my return, with
low temperatures and rainy skies.
I am really looking forward to the second term of the year after such a great
start in Term 1. This term is 11 weeks long and finishes on June 24. There is
much planned for the students to do and learn. Term 2 promises to be busy
and exciting for everyone at Sherbrooke Community School, including
NAPLAN, Education Week, Anzac Day services, Athletics Carnival and Adidas
Fun Run, Swimming Program, Students Attitude to School Survey, Interim
Reports and Music Performance.
It is with much pleasure that I am able to inform you that I have now been
appointed the substantive Principal of Sherbrooke Community School. Of
course not much will change in my approach to the job as I have been in the
acting role for two and a half years. I am, however very excited and looking
forward to both the rewards and the challenges that the position brings.
The first meeting of the new School Council was held on 23 March prior to
the end of term break. I would to take this opportunity to welcome all the
new Council members as well as those who will be continuing this year.
School council has a very important role to play in the governance of the
school. School Councils are legally formed bodies that play a major role in
directly influencing the quality of education that the school provides for its
students. We are very lucky here at Sherbrooke Community School to have a
very professional, dedicated team of people working in a volunteer basis to
better the school. It is a privilege to work with this very committed and
enthusiastic team of people.
The next round of the annual National Assessment Program in Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests will be conducted in May 2016; The NAPLAN tests
will involve all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The NAPLAN tests will be
conducted on Tuesday May 10, Wednesday May 11 and Thursday May 12.
All students are expected to participate in these tests.
Students from Years 5 to 12 will be asked to complete a survey in the next
two weeks regarding how they see their life at school, their studies, and
relationships with their teachers, their peers and how safe they feel. The
purpose of this survey is to determine key areas for schools to focus upon
and improve in. In order to maintain consistency across the school, the test
will be administered by the administration staff and the results will be
presented to the school community once they have been analysed.
Until next month,
Sue Holmes
Principal

Calendar
April 18 - 29
Attitudes to School
Survey
Fri April 22
Interim Reports
Thurs April 28
School Photo Day
Fri April 29
Athletics Carnival
Wed April 27 &
Thurs May 5
Parent teacher
interviews
May 2 - 6
Swimming Program
May 10 - 12
NAPLAN testing
Fri May 13
Adidas Fun Run
Fri June 3
Student free day
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Zach trials science programs for ASELL
Sherbrooke Year 9 student,
Zach Desiatov Cheuk was
chosen for an exciting
initiative recently.
Our school was invited to
participate in the Advancing
Science and Engineering
through Laboratory
Learning (ASELL) project.
The project is designed to
improve students’ learning
in science classrooms.
Teachers and students trial
inquiry based tasks and
then provide feedback.

“...teachers and
students trial
inquiry based tasks
and then provide
feedback ”

Zach and his teacher,
Leanne Strachan,
participated a full day
workshop.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Please collect and bring into school
one litre A2 milk containers.
We need a large amount for a cool
new science project!

They completed a number
of science investigations
and then give their opinions
on the activity.
The highlight was building
and testing model electric
cars. Zach and Leanne now
plan to teach our Year 710s how to make the cars.
They will need a large
number of one litre A2
plastic milk containers Please start collecting them!
These are a very specific
shape and are great for
building cars.
Leanne said “We had a
great day. We got to play
with some really cool toys.
The favourite was a walking spider powdered by
saltwater.”
Other Sherbrooke students
and staff will have the
chance to participate in this
project during the year as
well.
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Students Pledge to stop Bullying
On Friday March 18, Sherbrooke Community School showed its support towards the
National Day Against Bullying and Violence along with 2,060 other schools and 930,
000 students Australia wide.
Sherbrooke students, staff and visiting parents showed a united front for the day’s
moto of “let’s take a stand together” by wearing the day’s official colour of orange.
Students creatively brought along orange lunch boxes, painted their nails orange
and found unique pieces of clothing that were orange.
When the weather turned wet, our lunchtime pledges to the cause were postponed
to the Wellbeing Expo, although with much success.
The Wellbeing Coordinator informed staff and students the aim was to cover at least
half of the basketball court in pledges of how they could individually and positively
take a stand against bullying. We are happy to report that students and staff alike
exceeded expectations. They covered the entire basketball court in pledges against
bullying and violence such as “I will respect others”, “I promise to include others”,
“I will be friendly” and many, many more.
This was a proud moment for our community to stand together.

“Pledges against
bullying covered
the entire
basketball court ...
this was a proud
moment…”
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Another fun filled Wellbeing Expo
Best last day of term ever ! Our annual Wellbeing Expo proved to be as fun
and even more popular than ever.
Our staff and students had the opportunity to experience different activities
to promote a healthy mind and body with energising and relaxing activities.
Some of the fun included Drum Meditation, Body Balance (class of Pilates, Yoga and Tai chi combined), Konga (similar to Zumba), Tai Chi, Origami, diverse art therapies, Karaoke and many more.
The kids particularly loved the team treasure hunt with Easter eggs as prizes! No prizes for guessing why!
This year we also held a sausage sizzle and cake stall as part of the end of
term fun.
We are very grateful to the many staff members, parent helpers and community members who made this day successful, particularly Sara Bowles, Georgina Scutt and our Big Futures mentor, John Coleman.

Thanks also to the VCALs and Aldo for catering on the day.

“Our Wellbeing
Expo was a as
popular and
fun as ever! A
great way to
finish up the
term.”
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Year 9s learn forensic science
Our year nine science
students were given a
murder to solve during a
recent trip to GTAC.
The Gene Technology
Access Centre (GTAC)
taught our students many
of the techniques used in
Forensic Science. They
then put these new skills
to use in solving their
sample murder cases.

“Get to know the
dedicated staff at
Sherbrooke Community
School”

The students used blood
typing and DNA analysis.
Then they performed gel
electrophoresis to create a
DNA profile for the
remaining suspects, the
victim and the victim's
parents. They used their
results to confirm the
identity of the victim and
to place a suspect at the
crime scene.
An amazing experience for
the kids.
GTAC is located at the
University High School, so
after an exciting morning
of forensic science Leanne,
Mitti and the kids had
lunch at Melbourne
University.

Malakie in final training stage
Sherbrooke’s much loved guide do pup, Malakie, is
now in the final stages of his training and all is going
well. He should be ready to be matched to a client
within the next month or so.
He is now training with a Guide Dog Mobility
Instructor, who will eventually take him through his
'class' with his client.
Watch this space for more news!
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AFL players come to Sherbrooke
Last term Sherbrooke had the privilege of visit from players from the Collingwood
Football club. The players were Brownlow Medallist and Premiership player, Dane
Swan, forward dynamo Jamie Elliott and young ruckman, Corey Gault. The players
delivered an entertaining footy clinic for primary and secondary students. They took
them through a few handball and kicking drills and finished with a goal kicking
competition. The players were then daring enough to take questions in an open
forum where our students had an opportunity to ask the stars things like who their
favourite NBA team is or what it felt like to run on the
MCG in front of 100,000 people. The players were fun
and engaging and good enough to hang around, take
selfies and give autographs! It was a special morning
where all students left with a buzz!

“The players were
fun and engaging
and good enough
to hang around,
take selfies and
give autographs!”
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A note from School Council...
Mike heads up new school council team
Michael Wiltshire (pictured) is the new president of Sherbrooke’s School
Council. He replaces Rose Major, who has done a tremendous job
leading our school over the last four years.

“School Council
fulfils an
important role in
the governance
of the school.”

Other members are Vice President - Laura Spirt, Treasurer - Rose
Major, Secretary - Kelly Williamson as well as Sue Holmes, Jacqui
Wiltshire, Brian Dempsey, Alistair Furnell, Lara Wilson, Sara Diaz, Sam
Kensley, Phil Batty, Margie Green,
Jordan Crook and Ben Charters.
Our sub-committee heads are: Grounds
- Jordan, Facilities - Phil, Fundraising Margie, Finance - Rose, Marketing and
Communications - Laura and Grants Alistair. All parents are welcome to join
these sub committees, simply chat to
the committee head or leave your name
with Gail in the office. You don’t have to
be on school council to be involved in
these committees.
The next School Council meeting is on
Wednesday, April 27. All members of
our school community are welcome to
attend.

We want our students to tell us what they think
Our school is conducting a survey in the two weeks commencing 18 April to find out
what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School survey is an annual
survey for Year 5 to 12 students offered by the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding
of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the survey
results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's experience at school.
Students in Year 5 to Year 12 will participate in this year’s survey. All responses to
the survey are anonymous. This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted
at our school over the period Monday, April 18 to Friday, April 29. The survey only
takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of July and will be
communicated to parents through The Annual Report to the School Community. Last
year we used the survey results to develop our wellbeing program and activities.
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information.
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School
swimming
program
The Sherbrooke school
swimming program will
this year be held at
Monbulk Aquatic
Centre and is running
over five consecutive
days from May 2 to
May 6 (Term 2, Week
4).
The program has been
listed as an optional
school fee of $100.
This means that these
lessons can be paid by:


Paying the
swimming fee
outright, or



Monthly instalments
with the rest of the
school fees (contact
office to arrange
these payments)



CSEF (for families in
receipt of this fund).

This is not compulsory,
however students
are highly encouraged
to participate,
particularly if they are
not already doing
swimming lessons
outside of school.
Permission needs to be
given (via compass) by
April 22.

New Menu on the way...
With the weather cooling down our menu will soon be heating up!
Salads, tacos and corn fritters will make way for warming comfort foods
such as soups, pastas, jacket potatoes and curries. We will also be
swapping rolls and wraps for toasted sandwiches, focaccias and hot rolls.
From the week starting Monday April 18 we will be asking students to
complete a short survey telling us their favourite hot lunch options and
which soups they like best. We also want to know their favourite fillings for
toasties and jacket potatoes.
Parents are welcome to submit ideas as well. Simply email Laura, our Canteen Manager, on laurajs67@hotmail.com and put “canteen suggestions” in
the subject box. Or send your written ideas into the canteen any day.
Once we have everyone’s ideas we’ll put out our Winter Menu.

DID YOU KNOW…



We have a loyalty card with
freebies and discounts
Those ordering their lunch can
add 1/2 price drink AND don’t
wait in line



We have Gluten free and dairy
free options available



There are vegetarian and vegan
options available



We meet the national “Healthy
Canteens” guidelines

Mug drive!
We need your old coffee
mugs! Please!
In an effort to further cut down
our waste we are putting
together a “Mug Library” for
use on soup days. No more
polystyrene!
So, if you have any spare mugs
lying around please send them
in. Of course your child can
bring in their own personal
mugs if they prefer.
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From

Sherbrooke

Jackson’s AFL dream advances
2015 VCAL student, Jackson
Griffiths, has come one step closer
to fulfilling his AFL umpiring
dreams.

“"Never give up on
a dream, because
it can become
reality."
- Jackson Griffiths

Jackson was recently selected for
the VFL development squad with
the aim of next heading to the AFL.
This was a promotion for Jackson
from goal umpiring in the local
leagues.
Here’s what he has to say about
the experience:
“After being selected, I never knew
what I was in for, the opportunities
or events that lay ahead. Getting
through the toughest pre season
training I've ever done was actually
a joy to my heart.”
“But now things have been getting
really exciting, I’m making new
friends and learning new skills to
achieve a bigger goal which I’m aiming for - AFL.”
“Getting my first official game in Princess Park was an absolute blast!
And getting appointed to goal umpire in a 7 day trip to Melbourne for
the AFL youth girls championships is a great stepping stone for me. I
cant wait for the journey to continue!”
“To the staff and students of Sherbrooke, thank you all so much for
supporting me to get to where i am now. I would say to everyone "Never give up on a dream, because it can become reality."
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Community Notices:

The 2016 Hunger Ride is a nine day, 1,182 km gruelling ride across Victoria to raise awareness for the 1 in 10 Australians (526,000 Victorians) who do not know where their next meal is coming from.

The Ride

The ride itself takes place from the 12th to 20th April 2016. Starting in Dandenong and concluding at our warehouse
in Yarraville. The ride will pass through metro and regional Victoria and is an opportunity to highlight our work across
the state.
The cycle route will visit school breakfast clubs, welfare agencies, food donors and local supporters in Dandenong,
Morwell, Bainsdale, Omeo, Myrtleford, Shepparton, Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong, Yarraville and all the towns in between!

The Riders
Cam Falloon, a health and fitness industry veteran, Principal of The Exercise Room and former trainer to the late
HRH Princess Diana of Wales, is undertaking the Hunger Ride in support of Foodbank Victoria. The ride is both a
huge personal challenge and an endeavour to help raise crucial food, funds and profile our important work.
Our CEO, Dave McNamara will accompany Cam throughout the Hunger Ride, as will a few special guests.

How can you help?


Donate to the Hunger Ride Food Drive
• Join our events
• Donate to Cam and Dave’s fundraising page (see below for link)
• Cheer Cam and Dave on if you see them ride past!
• Share the Hunger Ride with your networks on Social Media and ask your friends to support Foodbank too

Donate
https://everydayhero.com.au/event/hungerride

