
Welcome back to the new school year which promises to be very exciting. I 
trust everyone has had a relaxing summer break and a smooth start to the 
school year. As in the past year, Sherbrooke Community Schoolôs overriding 
goal is to work collectively towards the Education Stateôs targets, to ensure 
our children and young people are well equipped for the future. In my first 
report of the year I would like to draw your attention to two very important 
pieces of information for you to read to ensure a smooth and sustainable 
start to 2017. These topics are school attendance and Sherbrookeôs         
classification as a BARR school and what that means to families. 
ATTENDANCE 
School is compulsory for children and young people aged from 6-17 years.  
Students are expected to attend school during normal hours every day of the 
term. For absences where no official exemption is in place, parents/
guardians must provide an explanation on each occasion to the school. 
Daily school attendance is important for all children and young people to 
succeed in education and to ensure they donôt fall behind both socially and 
developmentally. Children and young people who regularly attend school 
and complete Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health     
outcomes, better employment outcomes and higher incomes across their 
lives.  It is important that children develop habits of regular attendance at an 
early age. 
If you are experiencing difficulties with your child or young person not  
wanting to attend school on a regular basis, I strongly encourage you to 
make an appointment to speak to myself, the Assistant Principal, Home 
Group Teacher or teacher as we may have strategies to assist you.  
WHAT BEING A BARR SCHOOL MEANS FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
All Victorian schools listed on the Bushfire-At ïRisk ïRegister (BARR) are 
required to pre-emptively close if they are located in a Bureau of             
Meteorology district where an EXTREME or CODE RED Danger Rating day 
has been determined. A decision to close will be made at 1.00pm the day 
prior and all families notified through Compass. Families will be required to 
email back that they have received the notice of closure. 
On these days Sherbrooke Community School has in place a MOU with 
Upwey High School situated 1451 Burwood Highway, Upwey, across from 
the Upwey railway station. We will run our school day from this location. All 
students are required to make their way to Upwey High School directly from 
home.  Students are NOT to attend Sherbrooke Community School on these 
days. All our staff will be in attendance at Upwey High School and running 
our regular school program. 
To keep you informed of current fire danger ratings, warnings and incidents 
visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24 hour Victorian 
Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. Sherbrooke Community School 
is situated in the Central Region. Keep an eye out for more information   
regarding this important safety initiative. 
SCHOOL BUS 
Our very patient school bus drivers have informed me of issues during pick 
up of students in the afternoon inside the school grounds.  It is VERY      
important that parents/guardians picking up their children at home time  
adhere to the no parking signs. These signs are placed to assist the bus  
driver with safely parking his bus to facilitate a smooth pick up of students. 
Thank you for your co-operation with this matter.  
 
Until next month, 

Sue Holmes 

Principal 
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A word from our Principal 

Thurs Feb 16, 5pm 

Welcome Back Picnic 
and Info Night 

 

Tues Feb 21      
Swimming Carnival 

 

Fri Mar 3 

Immunisations - 
Round One 

 

Thurs Mar 9 

Division Swimming 

 

Mon Mar 13 

Labour Day Holiday 

 

Wed Mar 22 

IMAX Excursion 7-10  

 

Thurs Mar 23 

Wellbeing Day 

 

Wed Mar 29 

Aquarium Excursion 
Prep-6 

Calendar 

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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ñA fun night with 

great food,  fun 

activities and great 

company too!ò 

Donôt miss the school picnic fun! 
This yearôs welcome back to school picnic promises to be the best ever! It will 
be held this Thursday, February 16 from 5pm. 

Meet up on the lawn in front of the school admin buildings. (Or just follow your nose 
to the smells of the barbecueé) You can bring your own picnic tea or grab a sausage 
from the barbecue. 

We will have games and activities for the kids, rock painting (!!!) (Come along to find 
out what thatôs all about!), a free barbecue, and free treats for the kids as well. 

In addition, one lucky family will win a Family Movie Pass to Cameo Cinemas! 

We have lots of new families who have joined our Sherbrooke Community this year, as 
well as some new staff members, so come along and make them all feel welcome. 

Following the picnic will be the important ñInformation Nightò which will let you know 
all about your childôs learning in 2017. It will be particularly interesting to hear about 
the changes in curriculum, as Sherbrooke is now running with the new ñVictorian   
Curriculumò, as is every government school in the state. Donôt miss this event. 
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ñMeet the 

hardworking staff 

at Sherbrooke 

Community 

Schoolò 

Thanks to everyone for welcoming me to             
Sherbrooke Community School. Itôs a great            
environment to work in. 

I have been teaching in Primary Schools for six 
years, and recently have also been working for a 
few years in the not-for-profit sector, assisting 
young people to transition into work placements 
and apprenticeships.  

I believe in getting to know every studentôs    
individual interests, strengths and needs and 
encouraging students to gradually build        
confidence and take ownership of their learning 
over time.  

Outside of teaching, my passions are writing 
music, playing piano, and hoping that one day 
the Collingwood Football Club will remember 
how to play football again!  

I also have an interest in science, meditation 
and further study in Education. Feel free to visit 
my classroom any time ï I share Grade 2/3/4 
with Sarah Corner, and am at Sherbrooke on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

Steven Merry 

Primary Teacher 

Rose Major 

Primary Teacher 

 

Rose has joined Sherbrooke from local kinder 
Kallista Kindergarten, where she taught on various 
programs, including the Nature Kinder and 
integrated 3/4-year-old kindergarten programs.  

Starting her career as a journalist in London, Rose 
became inspired by early years learning while 
running a playgroup in her own childrenôs early 
years, so retrained as an early childhood and 
primary teacher.  

Rose has been connected with Sherbrooke for over 
seven years as mum to Barnaby (Yr7) and Florence 
(Yr5) and has been a member of School Council 
during that time, helping to spread the word in the 
wider community about the great work the school 
does to support all kinds of learners. 

 Rose is looking forward to an exciting and 
rewarding year teaching the P-1 class. 


