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A word from our Principal

Sherbrooke School News

No words of wisdom from our principal, Sue Holmes, this month as she is currently in
China.
Sue, together with our English/Geography teacher, Jeremy Mestrov, is accompanying
a group of eight Sherbrooke students on their school study tour.
The students were invited on the trip by the ‘Education Training Centre of Australia’
following our school hosting several Chinese exchange students in the past 12 months.
Watch this space in the June edition for photos and news from the China trip!

Our China delegates and their supporters at the airport, about to undertake their trip.

Calendar
Wed June 5 - 9
P –8 Swimming lessons
Thurs June 8
VCE Drama Performance
School Hall 7pm
Mon June 12
Queens Birthday Holiday

June 13 - 16
Y7 - 11 exam week

TERM THREE
SAVE THE DATE

June 19 - 23
Transition Week

The Resilience Project
For kids - July 26
For parents - July 31
(School Hall 7pm)

Thurs June 22
Music Performance Night
School Hall 7pm
Fri June 30
Term Ends

Science Fair
Friday August 18
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Tally’s training
Tally will undergo recertification on Wednesday
May 31. She will be assessed on obedience,
temperament and suitability to be a Therapy
Dog. Tally attends obedience classes twice a
week with The Alpha Canine Group. The level 4
part of her assessment required her to stand
without moving for 1 minute, sit for 2 minutes
and drop (lay still) for 30 minutes. Dropping for
an hour at school, not a worry. She is so used to
the students around her, but lots of dogs around
her was a challenge and she failed twice. This
past week she did pass this section.

What our smallest students have to say about Tally...

I like Tally because she is funny. She thinks playdough is food. - Aina

I like when Tally tickles me when we play ‘Sleeping Tigers’. She makes me laugh - April

I like Tally. Tally is really soft. When I went to school I didn’t know there was a dog too! - Nova

Sherbrooke School News
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GTAC adventures for our students
Earlier this month a group of our year 8 and 9 students travelled to the Gene Technology Access
Centre to participate in a number of workshops led by scientists.
They made smoothies with pedal power, solved coded puzzles, looked at thermal imaging, discovered how exercise and stimulation can help with anxiety and also who scientists determine if patients have diabetes and which type.
The group represented our school with maturity and DD and Mitti were very proud of them. The
scientists were impressed as well, especially with their decoding skills.

“The GTAC scientists
were very impressed
with our students…”

In April our year 7 and 8 students travelled in to
GTAC with Leanne and Mitti to spend the day
working with mentors in an amazing lab and using
high tech equipment.
In this program students had the opportunity to
utilise a range of biological technologies and
techniques to investigate contemporary life science
issues. Working in small groups and guided by
GTAC scientists, students followed the scientific
process interrogating each stage. They considered
how new scientific knowledge contributes to the
development of scientific understanding. They also
analysed how scientific advances can impact
multiple facets of society.
Students investigated how infections are spread.
They compared and analysed milk samples. These
are the same techniques used by farmers to help
plan their breeding programs.
After lunch at Melbourne University, our students
participated in genetic testing. Everyone had a
great day working in the labs with their mentors,
although being on their feet all day was hard for
some.
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Colourful runners!
What a great day we all had at the CUA School
Colour Run!
Congratulations to our students, parents and
staff who got out their and made the day such a
blast!
It’s an exciting time as we’re in the process of
ordering all your prizes. If you haven’t already
done it, money is due in by the end of the day
on Monday, May 29th. Please make sure you
hand any cash in to the school office and order
your prize at schoolfunrun.com.au so we can
make sure no one misses out.
If you need help you can call the CUA School Fun
Run team on 1300 733 788.
It was great to see so many students running
and having fun as they made their way around
the course.

The colours added a new level of fun to what
was already a popular event.
Green House was the overall winner of the day.
Well done to Amy and all the Green team on
their triumph!
Green House have now won both the Fun Run
and the Swimming Carnival this year.

Sherbrooke Sch ool News
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Awesome athletes
For the first time, Sherbrooke held the
Athletics Carnival down at Ferny Creek
Reserve. The weather was fantastic
and the setting picturesque.
The houses competed against each
other for the Athletics perpetual shield.
Students were able to compete in
traditional track and field events
including hurdles, discus, shot put and
relay. Novelty events were also on
offer such as tug of war, toss the
gumboot and the vortex throw.
Participation rates were very high
amongst all houses which is very
encouraging.
The overall winner on the day was
Yellow. This is the 3rd time in 5 years
that they have won that carnival.
Congratulations to all involved.
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Plays impressed Sherbrooke students
VCE THEATRE STUDIES - AWAY
On Thursday May 18, our VCE Theatre
Studies class attended a performance of the
Michael Gow play ‘Away.’
This play was a mixture of non naturalism
and Australian culture.

It tells the story of three internally
conflicted families holidaying on the coast
for Christmas in 1968. ’Away’ is now one of
the most widely produced Australian plays
of all time.
The VCE students were both challenged and
impressed by the play. The class enjoyed
their day out in the city.
VCE ENGLISH - MEDEA
The year 12 students took an excursion to watch Complete Works Theatre production
of Medea during May. The play was performed at the Drum Theatre in Dandenong.
Students will be studying the play this term during their English class. Students will then
write a SAC (student assessed coursework) on the Euripides play. All students enjoyed
the play and gained a much better understanding of the stagecraft and mythological
context of the play.
This excursion will help students consolidate their writing on the concepts of this
controversial production.

“The VCE Theatre
Studies students
were both
challenged and
impressed by the
play. …”
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Student council leaders empowered
“Student leaders
learnt many skill that
will help run our
Student
Representative
Council ...”

A mixture of year 10 and 11 students attended VICSRC Student Voice Training in North
Melbourne this week. They left Belgrave station at 7am and returned at 5pm.
The students enjoyed their day and have learnt many skills that will help run our Student
Representative Council. They will share this knowledge with other student leaders as well.
Our first challenge will be to write
our constitution and to survey
students to discover what they
believe to be the real issues at
school.
Each house has voted 4 members to
the SRC. These 16 students will help
make up the core of the SRC,
however other students are welcome
to attend any meetings. The first
constitutional meeting will be held on
Monday, June 5.
Students are encouraged to talk to
SRC representatives during House
group meetings if they have any
concerns or queries.

Wellbeing team seeks help with Buddy Bench
The Wellbeing Centre is seeking bright
outdoor paint donations to help complete
our Buddy Bench!
What is a Buddy Bench?
A Buddy Bench is a creative idea to facilitate
friendships and inclusion in the playground.
The Buddy Bench is a place for students to
sit and it tells their peers that they would
like to meet and play with new or old
friends. Our students show they care about
others when they ask other kids to come
and play. This helps support an environment
where everyone feels they belong.
The Wellbeing Centre and VCAL student
Emily Mierisch are teaming up again to work
on this project. Emily is a highly reliable
student who has already completed and
exceeded expectations with completing her
garden and sign for the Wellbeing Centre.
Emily has already sourced a bench that will
be used for this project and has skills in
landscaping that will see the completion of
this project.
* Wellbeing Centre garden located outside the portable
closest to the carpark. Also pictured is our Wellbeing
noticeboard that is designed for students and families
to easily access various opportunities such as diverse
youth and parenting groups, information nights, local
community activities, sporting and leisure groups and
support resources. Please remember to visit the student
wellbeing link on our school website where you can find
information about our team, programs and useful links
to external support services.
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Atoms in focus for our year 10s
Sherbrooke’s year 10 science students made 3D
models of atoms in science this month.
They made annotated 3D models. They had to show
protons and neutrons in the nucleus and then the
electrons in their different energy shells.
This will then help them understand ionic bonding
when we start the chemical reactions unit.

“The 3D model
building has
consolidated the
learning students
have been doing
about atoms this
term...”

Red house dinner the envy of all!
Lucky members of RED House went out for dinner at the Pancake Parlour recently. Naturally
they were the envy of all other students at Sherbrooke!
The Red House students organised the dinner so they could socialise together and get to know
each other’s families better. About 60 people attended the social.
Red House Junior captain Michael Spirt said the pancakes were delicious but that the best part
of the night was seeing so many people there and spending time hanging out with friends.

Thanks to Pancake Parlour for looking after our families so beautifully on the night.

Page 10

Vol ume 9, i ssue 3

Meet our team

Dennis Taylor
Design Tech
Teacher

“Meet the
hardworking staff
at Sherbrooke
Community
School”

My teaching career started many years ago in Sydney.
Teaching swimming at 16 and then at 20, woodwork.
I always wanted to be a teacher. I have taught in many
schools, all have been different and rewarding. I have
taught at primary and secondary level.
I have been head of Creative studies, and have taught
Woodwork, Metalwork, Visual communication, Plastics ,
Art, Pottery, Building construction, PE, and Design and
technology. I’ve lectured apprentices and international
students in carpentry and new builders for registration
courses.
I’ve designed and prepared annual college magazines,
published a student textbook on graphic communication
and prepared training manuals for trade training in
carpentry.
With my ventures into industry I have managed an
emergency make safe building company and an
amusement company.
When not teaching, I like to spend time with my
grandchildren or developing my hobby business - portable
mini golf. I also like sailing a dingy and travelling
interstate to visit family.
My approach to teaching has been developed by my work
in industry and education and I look forward to bringing
and sharing my experience with the students of
Sherbrooke Community School.

Thanks a lot Pancho
A big thank you to Y5 student,
Pancho Bowles Garrido.
For the second year in a row he has
collected raw chestnuts, roasted
them and sold them at markets. He
does this to raise money for our
school. This year he made $84.
Thanks a lot Pancho for your hard
work and support of our school.

Congratulations to Joe and Cara
For ANZAC Day Joe and Cara organised an ANZAC biscuit stall to
raise money for ’Soldier On’. Thanks to the generosity and
sweet tooth of Sherbrooke students and staff they raised $120.
Thanks to the staff and parents who baked the ANZAC biscuits.
Soldier On is a charity raising political and community awareness
of the needs of modern veterans and their families.

What’s happening in
Term two started brightly in our early years classroom.
We started off by thinking about the houses that are all around us and
making Lego versions. What do they look like? What are they made of?
And why? We tried making paper houses (which blew away when we
huffed and puffed) and cardboard houses, which proved a little stronger.
Then we looked at some houses made by indigenous cultures and found
out that there were a diversity of materials used: sticks, bark and rocks
among them, and very similar to the wooden and brick houses which we
see all around us. So we remade our Lego houses to reflect all our learning
and talked about what we would make them out of and why.
We have also been thinking about fairytales.
Some of them just aren’t fair (why do just the village girls get fed to the
dragon in St George, and not the boys too?!) So we had a chance to
rethink that tale. And we have been planning our own fairytales, with lots
of scary, bad villains and trolls, to make into puppet shows or into books to
read.
What else have we been learning?
Orlando – We learnt about describing words, one of them was fast, small, webbed.
April – We wrote letters to Farmer Brown for him to give us electric blankets. It needs
to have the name of the person and it needs to have sincerely and your name and it
needs to have three reasons.
Kyan – This week I’ve been learning how to make a waterproof house and a waterproof cubby. Materials like sticks and bark, the bark soaks in the water and the sticks
can fit together because there are little sticks coming out.
Aina – I’ve learned about predicting. We were sticking notes in the the book and wrote
what we thought might happen. You’re guessing what might happen next by thinking
about real life or what’s happened in the book.
Eden – We played a barrier game. You have to tell the other person on the other side
how to put the blocks just like yours. You have to say on top or next to or behind or on
the other side or in front.
Corey – I liked drawing the boat. I learnt playing basketball and soccer.
Nova – I learnt about zzzz like zebra and the zoo and a book called Zug the Bug.
Kira – I learnt on the thinkboards - you use numbers on it. Draw how much it was then
we have to write about it, how many hundreds and tens and ones.
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Packed house for family trivia night

“Our family trivia

Our family trivia night was a huge success, we couldn’t have squeezed more
people into the school hall if we had tried!
Everyone had loads of fun and went home with goodies. The Wiltshire table
were champions of the night, although the competition was very close. The
Green Bean table came in second, missing out on top honours by just half a
point! And in the Kids vs Parents vs Teachers round, the kids came out on top!
Well done everyone.
More than $2000 was raised on the night and the money will go towards new
playground equipment.
Huge thanks to the Fun Committee for organising the night and to Rose and
Phil, the trivia masters.

night was a huge
success, we couldn’t
have squeezed more
people into the school
hall if we had tried!
...”

Kookaburra rescued!
This week Rod brought an injured kookaburra
to the office. It did not look well with injuries
unknown. WIRES were unable to collect him
so we kept a watch over the bird. It slowly
started to move its head but still seamed
dazed and shocked. At no time did it try to
fly, so it was taken to Upper Ferntree Gully
Vets.
The following day we got a call to collect the
kookaburra, as it was all clear and able to fly.
After collecting the bird, David from year 9
found a quiet place to release it; he carefully
picked it up and put it on the ground. It
looked up and flew off.
So next time you see a kookaburra flying
around the school grounds, it might be our
new friend, Kevin the Kookaburra.
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CONTACT US Sherbrook Community School

311 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Sassafras, 3787
Phone: (03) 9755 2007
email: sherbrooke.community@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sherbrooke.vic.edu.au/

Don’t miss these events:

Whole School Music Night
Thursday, June 22, 7pm

VCE Theatre Production
A play inspired by the classic tale
of Peter Pan
Thursday, June 8, 7pm in the hall

Science Fair
Friday, August 18

All welcome

Thanks to our Trivia Night sponsors:

Thanks to our Trivia Night sponsors:

Thanks to our Trivia Night sponsors:

Local Businesses

Advertise your business here
You too can promote your business through our popular school newsletter.
At just $15 for two
months it’s affordable
and reaches a large
audience of past and
present Sherbrooke
families.
Enquiries at the school
office - 9755 2007

