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311 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Sassafras, 3787

PRINCIPAL’S WORD
Dear Parents,
I would like to extend a very big thank you to all those parents who gave up their time to
come and help us on Open Day the 22nd of May. The school looked wonderful and there
were a large number of interested people being taken on tours around the school. Thank
you particularly to Tamara Desiatov and Kirtsen Leah for the wonderful displays.
The Working Bee on Friday the 17th was very well attended. Despite the impending rain
we got a huge amount of work done. The bonfire in the sheep paddock was a bit hit with
those students who stayed to help and we managed to get all the rubbish burned. The
bonfire was still smouldering gently the following week. Thank you very much to all
parents who attended and worked so hard. Keep an eye on the website for the date of the
next Working Bee.

Important
Dates
Thurs Jun 6th 7pm –
Performance Night
Mon Jun 10th –
Public holiday, no
school
Fri Jun 28th –
Wellbeing Day
Fri Jun 28th 2.30pm –
End of Term 2
Mon Jul 15th 9am –
Start of Term 3

The review has been completed and we will receive the report from our reviewer very
soon. The Self Evaluation report was an enormous thing to prepare and I am very grateful
to all the staff and parents who prepared material for me to include. Our review day on Tuesday was very
intensive and productive so it will be wonderful to get the report and work on the new four year plan.
Hopefully our next review will be on time in 2017 and we won’t have to wait an extra two years.

All students involved in the Performance Night are working very hard on their performances. I am
particularly looking forward to hearing the Choir. Alice and her performers have been very busy rehearsing
their songs. Make sure you have the date in your diaries. Luc puts on a wonderful performance and he needs
to see a large audience there to support our students. So see you on Thursday 6th at 7pm.
Dallas has settled into the school and is a lovely little puppy. She is very friendly and a real livewire. She still
can’t quite do the front steps but Leanne is very patient and we will get there eventually. Dallas is very
happy to visit me at recess and lunch to receive a treat. It’s just a couple of pellets of her normal food but she
thinks it is something special. Hector used to come and do that as well.
One of the best things about being a principal is to see students making progress and achieving goals. I am so
happy to have a regular stream of primary students to show me their reading diaries. Some are now up to
125 consecutive nights of reading. This is just wonderful to see as the research shows without any doubt that
children who are encouraged to read at home have improved results. The following quote from The
University of Melbourne research is very interesting reading. I have also included the whole article in this
newsletter for you to read.
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Key Findings
The frequency of reading to children at a young age has a direct causal effect on their schooling
outcomes regardless of their family background and home environment.
• Reading to children at age 4-5 every day has a significant positive effect on their reading skills and
cognitive skills (i.e., language and literacy, numeracy and cognition) later in life.
• Reading to children 3-5 days per week (compared to 2 or less) has the same effect on the child’s
reading skills at age 4-5 as being six months older.
• Reading to them 6-7 days per week has the same effect as being almost 12 months older.
• Children read to more frequently at age 4-5 achieve higher scores on the National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for both Reading and Numeracy in Year 3 (age 8
to 9).
These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not related to the child’s family background or home
environment but are the direct result of how frequently they have been read to prior to starting school. All
the children who come to show me their diaries are so proud of their achievements and love to get a special
principal’s sticker.
This week is the last one for Nick Cowan who was here to replace part of Nick and part of Paul. We are sorry
to see him go but we only need to replace for 0.6 (3 days) next semester and Nick would prefer to have a full
time job. I will be recommending him to all the principals in our network. To get us through the rest of the
year until Nick and Samone return we have employed a very well qualified Outdoor Education teacher and
his name is Stuart. He will start on Monday.
Don’t forget the holiday for the Queen’s birthday is on Monday 10th of June. New calendars have been added
to the website so make sure you check them for important dates.
Last day of term is Friday 28 th June.
Anne Broadribb
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MESSAGE FROM THE FRONT OFFICE
At the end of Term 1, all families should have received a large mailout from me requesting personal detail
information be checked and updated if needed and returned to the school, a number of forms to be
completed and returned and fees to be addressed. For families who have not returned these forms or paid
fees, could you please return the relevant forms asap and either see or contact me re outstanding fees if prior
arrangements have not been made. Students with outstanding fees will be unable to attend excursions as
long as these fees remain unpaid.
Thank you.
Dot Koopman
Front Office
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Zoos Victoria July School Holiday Programs 2013
Healesville Sanctuary: Vet for a Day
Grades 9-12
3, 4, 10, 11 July
Interested in becoming a vet?
Our Australian Wildlife Health Centre receives over 1,500 injured and orphaned wild animals
each year. Come and work alongside our vets in a unique program on real life cases involving
Healesville Sanctuary’s animal collection, including endangered species, as well as injured
wildlife brought to the hospital.

Healesville Sanctuary: Keeper for a Day
Grades 7-12
2, 3, 9, 10 July
Do you want to help save endangered animals?
Come and work as a keeper at Healesville Sanctuary next school holidays and get up close to
some of our most precious and endangered Australian animals. Be the first to go behind the
scenes and meet our amazing keepers looking after threatened species including Tasmanian
Devils and Mountain Pygmy Possums.

Werribee Open Range Zoo: Keeper for a Day
Grades 7-12
2, 4, 8, 10 July
Are you interested in working with animals?
If you are keen to find out what it takes to work in a zoo, caring for the amazing array of different
animals, then come out to Werribee Open Range Zoo next school holidays. Come and discover
what a keeper's day really involves! Keeper for a Day allows participants to work in the Zoo for the
day, helping out our keepers and learning about one of the most rewarding jobs at a zoo!
Bookings: 92859406
More information: http://www.zoo.org.au/holidays
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